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“Sarah Beriyth graduated with a B.A. from the UofN in 2007, and has since 
dedicated much of her energy into developing these most-helpful resourc-
es.  Like the UofN’s strategy of education, they are hands-on, practical, and 
immediately useful.  I strongly recommend them to you.”
Tom Bloomer, Int’l Provost 

This is an excellent template and resource to help processing of learning in a 
very simple and user-friendly method. 
Mark Parker, (International DTS Centre)

Sarah and team have done an amazing job in producing a tool that is inter-
esting, practical, and a key in the discipleship process. I definitely recom-
mend for us in DTS.
Caleb Brownhill (South-East Asia Regional Leader)

This workbook has proven to be an extremely helpful tool on our DTS. It ex-
tended the students’  learning and helped the school staff with debriefing the 
students. I recommend it for every DTS.
Penny Armstrong ( Create Int’l Thailand )

An innovative and incomparable resource! This journal not only kept me on 
track during DTS, it led me and directed me during the months that followed. 
This book will serve as a model for training schools throughout the world.
Korina Dove (CIDTS Student)

Throughout our DTS we worked on the workbook and the accompanying 
outreach book. It was an indispensable tool in helping keep the team, and 
leaders, focused, on track, and striving to make an even greater impact to 
those we would later reach out too. I would recommend this to any DTS which 
seeks to make leaders of the church and disciples of Christ.
Keegan W (CIDTS Student)

Endorsements for workbookspioneer



2

If you would like to order copies for your students or see this 
book translated into a language, of your own, please 
e-mail:  workbookspioneer@gmail.com  or look for us on the web. 

workbookspioneer.blogspot.com - ORDER FORM

DTS Workbook and 3in1 Outreach book are also available in 
Chinese Simplified, Thai, Spanish, Bahasa Indo, Portuguese

OTHER WORKBOOKSPIONEER© books available 2014:

- 2nd level lecture phase book
- Staff lecture phase book
- School leader lecture phase book
- Ywam Staff Workbook (not school staff)
- Pioneer&Multiply for new school leaders
- Ywam Base Prayer Note book
- Hearing God’s Voice 1 week workbook
- Outreach preparation 1 week workbook

BOOKS FOR AFTER DTS- All books are based on 12 weeks and serves as a bible study and 
journal in one. 

Day & Night 1, daily bible study through the bible.
Day & Night 2,  focus on specific bible books. (recommended)
Day & Night 3,  focus on 72 bible characters - one per day.
Day & Night 4-8, focus on the SBS inductive bible study method.
56BibChrono - A book to make notes as you read the bible in one year.

3INONE OUTREACH PHASE WORKBOOK 
contains:
* A daily Bible study
* Bi-Weekly debrief while on the field
* Back at Base, Debrief and Re-Entry
* 1, 5, 15 Minute Church Presentation Preperation
* Three book reports
* 28 Days after School Diary

Version for staff and 2nd level schools available. 
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 compiled by Sarah Beriyth

1  week 
outreach|evangelism

preparation 

   Out of all worldwide evangelism, only 
   2% goes to Muslims, 
   0.9% goes to Hindus, 
   0.7% goes to Buddhists, 
   yet 84% goes to Christians. 
   This is why nearly 1/3 of the world remains unreached. 
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practical 1 -tuesday
1st time on the street - what happened?

feelings 30 minutes before

feelings during the 2 hours on the street

who were you drawn to?

what happened?

how did you start conversations?

feelings 30 minutes afterwards

how did you overcome fear of man?
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feelings 30 minutes before

feelings during the 2 hours on the street

who were you drawn to?

what happened?

how did you start conversations?

feelings 30 minutes afterwards

how did you overcome fear of man?

practical 1 - thursday
2nd time on the streets - what happened?
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  Dress code (expectations) in the culture:

  Food expectations:

  Temperature expected:

  Amount of traveling expected:

  How tight is our budget and do we have emergency money?  Write
      down known expectations if you can. 

TEAM LEADER: if you do not know the answers, 
email your host / long term worker on the field. 

do not make up answers :-)

general outreach information to any team in any nation

fill this in during the week after class.
Friday you will give feedback P 12 - 21

Your team leader will help you but you do the research first.
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  Our host’s name?  (Are there security issues with this name?)

  Any other security issues to be aware of? (watch current news)

  Transportation on the field - be prepared for”

  Daily bible study together as a team - set time and preparations:

  Daily quiet time for each member - set times:

  Set times for debrief - daily, week and bi-weekly questions

  Thanking people as we go - expectations &  buying gifts/cards to take

  What do we pack?  What don’t we pack?



10

  Does every member have at least 3 different prepared testimonies?

  Can each team member prepare at least 2 bible studies and 2 sermons of 
15 minutes excluding translation.

OTHER GENERAL OUTREACH INFORMATION FOR YOUR TEAM
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  Names of the people you will volunteer with - some might not use their 
       real names. Some might ask you to tweak your name.

  Do they know how many are coming?  What else do you need to tell them.

  How would they like your team to come alongside their long term 
      strategy? It will bless them if you ask this! It is humility.

  What ideas have they suggested to you? 
      Will you be willing to lay down your own ideas, especially if it is western?

  How security conscience are they - ask them.
      What does this mean to you as a team member?

... that you have to get from your contact  before you go!

specific outreach information...
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  Are there words they advised you not to use? 
      (e.g. salvation in a Buddhist context - see Buddhist page later.)

  What terms do they recommend you use instead?

  What is their input on how you share Jesus with their people?

  What are their requirements for foreigners? 

  What is the world view of “the west & Christianity” where you go?
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  How will this affect how you share in word and action whilst you are  
      ministering amongst them?

  How does their main form of cultural relevant Worship look like? 
      (is it westernized - how does worship look like in their culture?)

  Do they have a bible in their native language?  
         Do they have any other resources we can use?

  Do colours have the same meaning to them as to us (when you do skits)
       (e.g.White might mean death and not a Glorified Jesus)?

  How does “church” or their “fellowship” look like? 
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  What is the overall vision and broad goals that the long-termer’s have in   
      the place that you’ll be working?  
       (This would only be relevant if the short- term team is helping the long-termer.)

  

  

  

  Does the long-term team see you as coming to help serve them, or to   
      help serve the people they live among.? 
      (This helps short-termer’s know where to focus their relational energy.  Many short-termer’s   
        expect to really  connect deeply with the long-termer’s, but this isn’t necessarily realistic 
        and can leave the short-termer’s disappointed. It’s often more realistic for the short-termer   
        to expect to connect deeply with the locals, while working alongside the long-termer.)

   What is the best way to dress in order to reflect your faith to the locals   
       and to reflect what is in your heart to them?

  What is the best way to interact with people of the opposite sex? 
       Touch?  Eye contact?  Conversation? Friendship?
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  FACEBOOK might get you into trouble at the border! or with your visa  
      application!  WATCH OUT WHAT YOU PUT ON THERE because  
      authorities are watching.

     Do you understand this?   Y  |  N  

  What are some of the highest values in the culture you are visiting?

  What are practical ways that these values are lived out in their culture?

  What must you do or be aware of, not to close doors for the current   
      workers on the field
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  What is the name for the creator God in their culture?

  What is the name for Jesus in their culture?

  What might people from the target culture think the first time they hear you   
      talk about “Jesus”? 

  What tips would the long-term workers in that nation give you in sharing  
      the Good News about “Jesus”?
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 What else are you learning as you are researching this people group?
     Include 4K information
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Picture on the left:
www.dtsoutreachtools.blogspot.com

Here you will find many links we found 
for you for your outreach - research! 

UPLOAD before you go!

Evangelistic films - indigitube.tv
Muslim, Hindu & Buddhist evangelistic 
films in their language  

Get audio bible stories in their  
language on your device.

www.globalrecordings.net - 
6000 languages with pictures.

Play it to the children and make 
coloring books for them! 

Be super creative and leave 
something behind that they can
understand and multiply.
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Out of all worldwide evangelism, only 2% goes to Muslims, 0.9% goes to 
Hindus, and 0.7% goes to Buddhists, yet 84% goes to Christians. This is why 
nearly 1/3 of the world remains unreached. Are you ready and equipped to go 
to the areas of the greatest need?

“All of our 25,000 DTS outreach teams that we send out each year need fur-
ther cross-cultural equipping. Please help us to see this breakthrough hap-
pen.” –Patti Lee, Asst. Director, International DTS Centre for YWAM

Equip2GoSeminars

YWAM alone sends over 25,000 short-term outreach teams to all parts of the 
globe. This does not even account for all that the rest of the Body of Christ is 
sending out. With the volume of labor and potential to reach unreached peo-
ples today, we must maximize this opportunity by equipping short-term teams 
to be effective in their cross-cultural evangelism and relationship building. 
Decades of frontier missionary work have established best practices and fruit-
ful methods that have resulted in hearts turning to God, Christ-followers, and 
disciples of unreached nations…

The Equip2Go Seminar brings forth these best practices and fruit methods in 
a seminar format, tailored to your proposed training duration — whether for a 
DTS missions or outreach prep week, or local church team meetings conduct-
ed over a weekend.

Equip2GoSeminar006Equip2Go combines both awareness of the unfinished 
task in missions today, with proven ways of approaching cross-cultural evan-
gelism using culturally appropriate relationship-building, media, arts, and 
cutting-edge digital technologies. There is a paradigm shift that needs to occur 
from our Western thinking and approaches when we go to people of cultures, 
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Learn to communicate in an effective way using:

Language that is more culturally relevant
Tools to build bridges
Door openers that make hearts peel back
Learn how to harness media in a simple but powerful way using:

Presentations that have been made with and for, and by the people
Audio and visual resources that share Bible stories in the context of the culture
Digital technology and mobile devices you probably already own.
Equip2GoSeminar007“When you see something in another language, get it, 
and understand it, because it is done by their people, in their language toward 
them. Then it makes your job relatively easy.” –Danny Lehmann, International 
Coordinator for Evangelism, YWAM

“One of the things that I’ve found is that when teams equip themselves with 
audio-visual tools, they put themselves in the position to maximize their effec-
tiveness where God is calling them to. Take advantage of the many resources 
that are out there. Be prepared, equip your teams as they head out into the 
mission field.” –Caleb, YWAM SE Asia Field Leader

The message of Christ is the sacred thing, not the way we think or process or 
communicate. What is in the culture is the gift that God gave to the people.

“What we’ve discovered in 8 years of sharing Jesus with the Hindu peoples, 
is that they love Jesus, they’re very open to Jesus, but expectation to leave 
behind their Indian culture and to adopt a Western culture has caused them 
to be very resistant to the Gospel… What needs to be done differently, what 
changes can be made, not to the Gospel itself, but how we present the Gospel 
that will allow this group of people to receive it into their hearts.” –Kevin, Work-
er Among Hindus

“Your thinking is not sacred, but our message is. So make sure you under-

languages and worldviews different than our own!

Jesus said to GO! And make disciples of all nations. But he left us with the 
job of figuring out HOW, with the help of the Holy Spirit. Calling forth a spir-
it of power, love, and sound judgment, let’s apply the mind of Christ in this 
“mobile generation” — to see breakthroughs in places that have not seen 
breakthrough, and an indigenous church-planting movement sprung forth by 
the people, because the God who created their people AND culture has been 
introduced to them, by you.
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stand that the message of Christ is the sacred thing, not the way we think or 
process or communicate. And can Jesus make himself real to someone who 
is totally different than you – in the way they think, they way they act? The 
answer is always ‘YES.’” –Ben J., Worker Among Buddhists

“We need to meet people where they are at and communicate to them as they 
would with each other.” –Sameh H., Middle East Advocate

“If we’re saying God is love and He loves you, and we’re to be representatives 
of His love, then we really need to accept and look at what is in the culture 
because that is the gift that God gave to the people… we need to try to under-
stand the people better, and their thinking, and their needs. It is necessary for 
the people to be able to come to AND stay with God generation after gener-
ation — always, culture-specific evangelism was involved.” –Daniel Kikawa, 
President, Aloha Ke Akua Ministries – Producer of God’s Fingerprints in Japan

“What are the strategic ways that we can get the Gospel to those who 
have never heard? The methods have to be dynamic, the methods have to 
change… We have to use cutting-edge methods to communicate the message 
that God has given to us.” –Dr. Ferdinand Nweke, Eternity Ministries, Nigeria

GO to where Christ is not named. Share about him in ways that they can 
relate to and understand. And Maximize your Outreaches!

“I want to ask you to speak on every DTS!” –Loren Cunningham, Founder, 
Youth With a Mission

Go to Equip2Go.org or email equip2goteam@gmail.com for more info on 
upcoming seminar training, outreach opportunities, case studies and exciting 
testimonies!
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part i
evangelism
what it is

2. MAKE GOD KNOWN 
[ Acts 13 ]
YWAM is called to make God known throughout 
the whole world, and into every arena of society 
through evangelism, training and mercy ministries. 
We believe that salvation of souls should result in 
transformation of command tomake 
disciples of all nations.

1. KNOW GOD [ Psalm 100:3 ]
YWAM is committed to know God, His na-
ture His character, and His ways. We seek 
to reflect who He is in every aspect of our 
lives and ministry. The automatic overflow 
of knowing and enjoying fellowship with 
God is a desire to share Him with others.
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basic foundation

Turn into groups of 3 - 4, and read the following out loud:

John, the final chapter and continue reading the first 4 chapters of the book 
of Acts.

In the light of these 5 chapters & the story it is telling: 
What stood out for you in regards to evangelism?
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e·van·ge·lism
“the spreading of the Christian gospel 

by public preaching or personal witness.”

Evangelism is the announcement, proclamation, and/or preaching of the 
gospel (1 Corinthians 15:1-4), the good news of and about Jesus Christ. 
Therefore, the gospel is a communicated message—communicated in verbal 
form.  (Luke 7:22; Romans 10:14-17) and/or written (Luke 1:1-4) 

The English word “evangelism” comes from the Greek word euaggelion. Most 
literally translated in the noun form, euaggelion means: “gospel” or “good 
news.” In the verb form (euaggelizesthai), the meaning of the word changes 
slightly to “announce” or “bring good news.” The Greek word in its various 
forms appears fifty-five times in the New Testament. In addition to the be-
fore-mentioned translations, the Greek word is also translated as “preach.”

Evangelism, the communication of the gospel message, includes a warning, 
an explanation, and a call. Evangelism includes warning people about sin 
and the consequences of sin (John 16:8; Acts 24:25; Revelation 20:11-15). It 
includes an explanation of God’s remedy for sin—the gospel (Acts 8:29-35; 
Romans 3:21-26; 2 Corinthians 5:21). And it includes the clear call to repent 
(to turn from sin and to turn toward God) and believe the gospel, by faith (Mark 
1:15; Luke 13:1-5; Acts 17:29-31; Romans 1:17; Romans 10:9-13).
by Tony Miano

Is all missions evangelism?  NO  

Quote: “Preach the Gospel at all times. Use words if necessary.”
It is always attributed to St. Francis of Assisi But here’s the fact: 

Our good Francis never said such a thing. 

None of his disciples, early or later biographers have these words coming from 
his mouth. It doesn’t show up in any of his writings. Not even close really. The 
closest comes from his Rule of 1221, Chapter XII on how the Franciscans 
should practice their preaching:   “No brother should preach contrary to the 
form and regulations of the holy Church nor unless he has been permitted 
by his minister … All the Friars … should preach by their deeds.” Essentially, 
make sure your deeds match your words. Jesus said GO to all the world and 
PREACH the Gospel. It must be verbalized. 

what is evangelism?
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do not substitute “friendly evangelism “
with “friendship evangelism” share the gospel!

1.  First and foremost evangelism is important because our Lord commands 
it. How are we to make disciples of the nations in accordance with Matthew 
28:19 if we don’t spread the Gospel? Unbelievers seldom walk into church 
after mistaking it for a shopping mall. 

2..Second, when unbelievers die they will be punished in hell for their sin 
(Rev. 20:15). Loving others as we’re commanded involves warning them 
against such a terrible future.

3. Third, God put us here to advance His kingdom. In Matthew 16:18 Je-
sus tells us that the gates of hell would not be able to stand against us. The 
kingdom that we are advancing is God’s and he has promised us success. 
Growing the church through evangelism is certainly part of taking back ene-
my territory. The only treasures that will last are the treasures we store up in 
heaven for God’s glory.

4. Fourth, many of the social, economic, political, and other problems would 
be far smaller if there were more Christians in the world. Have you ever tried 
to show an unbeliever that the Bible prohibits some activity? They don’t really 
care. However, after God changes someone’s heart they usually become 
much more reasonable in their worldview.

For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” (Romans 10:13)

And that means: everyone needs to hear, explicitly, the name of the Lord:

How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed?
And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard?

And how are they to hear without someone preaching?
And how are they to preach unless they are sent?

As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 
(Romans 10:14-15)

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. (
Romans 10:17)

why practice evangelism?
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The 4 Essential points of the Gospel

What is the difference between evangelism and mercy ministry?

Evangelism is the proclamation of the Good News. It is always verbal. 
Mercy ministry is doing good deeds - Nearly all religions do mercy ministry.
The difference is that you can have mercy ministry without evangelism.
The body of Christ is called to both.

What are the essentials one focus on?  Paul wrote in 1 Cor 15: 3 - 4 

   :3  For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance
 

   that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 

   :4 that he was buried, 

   that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 

   :5 and that he appeared to Peter and then to the Twelve.

Why is this important?  This is the difference between Christians and all other 
Religions. A living God after he died for us.

there is a difference!
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Read the following excerpt and discuss in a group of 3  by Lionel Windsor

Does God command every individual Christian to evangelise? 
Or is evangelism just a job for specially gifted individuals?

“Why are you looking for a command to evangelise? Normally we look for 
commands when we need a reason to do something unpleasant. When I tell 
my kids to eat their vegetables, they want me to give them a command with 
exact specifications. They ask: Do I have to eat all of the vegetables? If not, 
how many? Does that include the ones mushed into the potatoes? But it’s a 
different story with chocolate. If I put chocolate in front of them, no command 
is required. That’s because there’s no reason not to eat chocolate. The same 
thing applies when we start asking whether we’re commanded to evangelise. 
By asking the question, we’re treating evangelism like kids treat eating vegeta-
bles. We’re saying that evangelism is technically a good thing to do, but we’d 
prefer not to do it unless we really have to.”

That should tell us that something has gone wrong somewhere.

Discuss in groups of 3:  What has perhaps gone wrong? 

am i suppose to evangelise?

Do I have the right to tell someone what to believe?  I have the authority.
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It is said that “friendship evangelism” has become a “common 
and accepted practice of evangelism in the West”  

“Friendship Evangelism,” also known as “lifestyle evangelism,” “servant 
evangelism,” or “relational evangelism,” is a form of evangelism commonly practiced 
in present-day American evangelicalism. The overarching principle in “friendship 
evangelism,” regardless of the methods employed, is to 
befriend an unsaved person with the hope of one day having the opportunity to share 
the gospel with him or her.

It is both a common and accepted practice among proponents of “friendship evange-
lism” to spend an undetermined period of time (days, weeks, months, even years) in 
an effort to develop a relationship with an unsaved person. Proponents of “friendship 
evangelism” often see the presentation of the gospel as a privilege given by the unbe-
liever, or a right earned by the believer, which is made possible through the invest-
ment of time and service in a relationship.

is friendship evangelism biblical?

  Why does this phrase exhist?

 Can you find a biblical example for this statement?

 Do we wait to be friends before we evangelise strangers?

 In what way is this statement relevant when evangelising muslims?

Discuss in groups of 3:  
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In recent times, certain godly and gifted evangelists and writers have 
approached the issue in a better way. They’ve realised that it’s not enough 
simply to scour the Bible for individual commands. Instead, they’ve asked a 
broader question: 

What patterns of mission did the Bible writers expect to be happening in 
their churches? 

The phrase “church planting,” is not found in the Bible, but it is used by Chris-
tians to describe the process found in the Scriptures by which churches are 
started. 

The church, in the original language of the Bible, is not a building, but 
people; a “called-out assembly.” If we can begin to see a church like a cell -- a 
simple, living organism capable of growth and reproduction -- it is becomes 
much easier for believers to envision the idea of planting a church themselves. 
In fact, until we understand that starting or planting a church is a normal and 
natural part of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus, Christians will not be 
able to fulfill Jesus’ command to “make disciples of all nations” 
(Matthew 28:18-20).

The Apostle Paul is a prime example of a church planter. If one were to look at 
the steps by which he planted churches, one would observe this pattern:

1) prayer and building an effective team; 
2) evangelism; 
3) discipleship; 
4) training and releasing leaders, and; 
5) watch-care, when the church planter periodically mentors the new lead-
ership. A key to effective church planting is entrusting the new church to the 
care of local leaders as soon as possible, thus avoiding unhealthy 
dependence on the church planter. 

Faith comes by hearing, and that hearing the word of God.
The way people get saved is by:  HEARING  1 Cor 15:3-4.

evangelism leads to church planting
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 He prayed, fasted, and was guided by the Holy Spirit (Acts 13:1-2, 4; 16:6, 9)
 He was sent out by another group of believers (Acts 13:3)
 He joined with other believers (formed teams) to start churches 

      (Acts 13:2; 15:36-16:3)
 The team travels to a new area where Jesus was not known 

      (Acts 13:4, Romans 15:20)
 They proclaim the word of God from the Old Testament and taught about 

      Jesus, the Good News (Acts 13:5-ff; 14:21)
 They perform miracles so that people would believe (Acts 13:9-12; 14:8-9)
 People believed in Jesus (Acts 13:48)
 The word of the Lord continues to spread (Acts 13:49)
 They travel to a new place to plant more churches (Acts 14:1, 6, 20)
 They return to strengthen and encourage the disciples in each place  (Acts 14:22)
 They appoint leaders in each church and commit them to the Lord  (Acts 14:23)
 They return to their original sending church to report on the work  (Acts 14:26-28)

www.allaboutgod.com/church-planting

 

 

 

 

Discuss in groups of 5:  How can we make this part of our outreach?
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There were no church building for 250 years of church history. In
Acts 2:37- ‐47 the first churches met in homes and the Temple.
The gospel spread from Israel all the way to Spain as well as to
India without church buildings. If you want to build a building to worship God 
in, then you can, but disciples should pay for the building
themselves. All we need is obedience to the word of God.

Paul trained Timothy and left him to coach the church networks in and around
Ephesus. 2 Timothy 2:2. Paul also trained Titus and encouraged him to 
choose many leaders on the island of Crete. These church networks
spread all over the known world in just 30 years. Multiplying leaders is the
pattern that Paul set in all the churches.

biblical church planting



33

South Korea is a Democracy with the largest churches. It is common for
churches there to be over 25,000 members in one church. These large
churches are like elephants that multiply very slowly.
30% of South Korean are Christians. China has no democracy and has
millions of tiny churches that often multiply and grow like rabbits. We
need to learn from both Churches but China is rapidly becoming a Christian 
country much like the Roman Empire.

south korea
china
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NEED SOME HELP ON THE STREET?

OUT OF THE BOX QUESTION

“If you were a Muslim, how could a Buddhist believer approach you 
and leave you thinking about Buddhism to the degree that you want to 

do research or change your “religion” ?”

Talk about that in groups of 3 for 5 minutes

What 3 principles do you take away from this conversation?

  1

  2

  3

Sometimes it is easier to approach a stranger with non-threatening questions
than with nothing at all (and remember, this is one way of doing evangelism!)

MAKE UP 5 NON - THREATENING QUESTIONS before you go out on the 
streets next time!

Have this sheet of paper with a pen ready. 

Make sure it is YES or NO questions. (not open ended)
If the person seems available and eager to talk, then proceed with open ended 
questions.

A DTS lecture phase team did this method in Thailand with the tourist at 
temples (why tourist? The DTS students could not speak Thai yet, so they 
went for the tourists to practice evangelism. Some went to the Monk section 
where monks practice english.)
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A “5-QUESTION -SET” COULD LOOK LIKE THIS

YES or NO - Is this your first time to this city?

YES or NO - Do you see yourself as a religious person?

YES or NO - Has anybody ever told you that there is a Creator and that He is 
personal?

YES or NO - Has anybody every told you that God loves you personally and 
that you can have a personal relationship with Him, seeing that He is a 
person?

YES or No... you fill the gaps!! Give it a go. Make it short and easy.

Avoid saying “I am a Christian...”  Rather say: “I am a believer in Jesus, and I 
believe one can have a personal relationship with God”
Why?  The word “Christian” is a loaded word. You will immediatly feel how the 
walls come up... and what you try to create is an environment with no walls.

--------------

LEAVE SOMETHING WITH THEM!

Have a small piece of paper with you just in case they want to know more

IF YOU WANT TO KNOW MORE, WHY NOT VISIT:

“www.globalrecordings.com” They have 6000 languages of the bible for you.
I am sure your language will be there.

Leave the research up to them!

You can also show them where to find evangelistic movies - give them this link 
on a piece of paper:  www.indigitube.tv 

Do FRIENDLY evangelism! 
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the belief tree & evangelism

  1.

Reason:

  2.

Reason:

  3.

Reason:

What are 3 things that stops us the most? and why?

How often do you use these phrases to get out of sharing the Gospel

I’m not good enough.     Often  Somethings  Never
I’m not gifted enough.   Often  Somethings  Never
I’m not really a ‘speaking’ Christian.  Often  Somethings  Never
I can promote the gospel better by 
my good works.    Often  Somethings  Never
I’m not the mouth in Christ’s body. Often  Somethings  Never
I’m more comfortable speaking the 
gospel to insiders rather than outsiders. Often  Somethings  Never
I can’t do what they’re doing.  Often  Somethings  Never
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what fruit do I bear?

FRUIT -Looking at the top 3 answers you gave, and summarise them here:

 1.

 2.

 3.

BRANCHES / The decisions that flow out of what I value

 
 1.

 2.

 3.

TRUNK  My values therefore is

 1.

 2.

 3.

  “fruit:     actions           that shows            wisdom”
  “branches:     principle       that shows what is      right”
  “trunk:     value              what should be           good”
  “roots:    belief             what should be            true”
  “soil:     worldview    that which should be real”
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ROOTS - what we (should) believe: How does this impact evangelism?

God - Absolute Truth.  Infinite and Personal. He has emotions, will, intellect
According to your fruit what might you actually believe? 

 1.

 2.

 3.

Mankind - All nations are made in His image. Life is valuable.
According to your fruit what might you actually believe? 

 1.

 2.

 3. 

Truth - God is Truth - Knowable and consistent
According to your fruit what might you actually believe? 

 1.

 2.

 3.

Responsibility - Because we can know Truth, accountability is demanded.
According to your fruit what might you actually believe? 

 1.

 2.

 3.
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Fruit:      Actions | Programs / evangelism

Branch: Principle-Based Decisions & Policies

Trunk:    Values

Roots:    Beliefs

Soil:        World view 

Dear God, 

  1. I repent for:

Your Truth is:

  I repent for:

Your Truth is:

  I repent for:

Your Truth is:

Wash me, and help me renew my mind today. Amen

Repenting for 3 obvious  wrong thinking patterns & believes
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recognising where people are in their walk with god

We want to help someone from example:   -5 to go to -3
It is joy if they jump from -5 to +2.  This rarely happens during 
evangelism. Know where the person is at, and lead from there. We do not 
dump our knowledge on people, but we also do not shy away from sharing the 
Good News. 
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Level Description    God Is  Man’s Task

-12 No God framework   Confirming Prayer

-11 Experience of emptiness     Presence

-10 God framework    Revealing

-9 Vague awareness and belief in God

-8 Wondering if God can be known      Preparation

-7 Aware of Jesus    Guiding

-6 Interested in Jesus

-5 Experience of Christian love      Proclamation

-4 Aware of the basic facts of  gospel Convicting 

-3 Aware of personal need

-2 Grasp the implications of the gospel    Power

-1 Challenged to respond personally Converting

0 Repentance and faith

+1 Holy Spirit and baptism   Transforming Encouragement

+2 Active member of local Church  Empowering   

+3 Continuing growth in character, 
             lifestyle and service      

+4 Part of Team Leadership      Support

The Dynamics of New Birth The Modified Engel Scale
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- Intentionally share the gospel - Door2door, preaching on the street

- Interpersonal style  Friendly-evangelism - doing good deeds while sharing

- Invitational style - Inviting people to an event or a movie

- Intellectual style - Paul used his mind, preaching + worldview - apologetics

- Testimonial style - Your testimony is not the gospel. 1 Cor 15:3-4  is.

- Demonstrational style - Healing, deliverance, sheltering people, good deeds... 

- The supernatural style - Healing, Word of Knowledge, Deliverance. Power.

We avoid “arguing and debating” as much as it is up to us.
Going into a debate will rarely lead someone to Christ.
Love them. Ask good questions... but evangelism is not a debate on the street

www.lausanne.org/en/documents/all/twg/1177-twg-three-wholes

7 witnessing styles - Styles of evangelism
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Are we willing and do we have the TIME to spend with non-believers?

  What do you need to grow in?

MARK 4 - What type of experiences do you practice mostly?
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the ability to foresee the consequences of decisions and 
actions and acting in such a way that reflects this insight

Discuss: 
“Implications when the body of Christ decides not to evangelise”

 

  

 

How might this influence the church 150 years from now?

 

  

 

What are the implications of “Friendship evangelism” (making friends but 
waiting a long time before we share about Jesus) on a short term outreach of 
12 weeks?

 

  

 

implicational thinking
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4K - a framework for seeing the world and 
         responding to its needs

What is 4k?  4kworldmap.com

Omega Zones are used to target the needs of the world. Before using the 4K 
framework, it would be helpful to understand the key concepts of how Omega 
Zones are formed…

1 Population
A nation’s population is key to deciding how an Omega Zone is formed.
2 Divisions
Existing geopolitical divisions determine the boundaries of an Omega Zone..
3 Reachedness
A nation’s ABC status gives ‘availability of the Gospel’ information, which de-
termines the population threshold for an Omega Zone.
4 Spiritual Life Needs
At an Omega Zone level, we look at the spiritual needs, like percent evange-
lized, number of Christian workers, etc.
5 Basic Life Needs
At an Omega Zone level, we look at physical needs, like access to clean wa-
ter, infant mortality, etc..
6 Total Human Needs
Combining spiritual needs, physical needs, and population, we see where 
there are more needs, more people, and less Gospel.

4K is a global mapping project aimed at responding to the world’s spiritual and 
physical needs more strategically. With the vision of reaching every person on 
Earth, 4K has created a framework called Omega Zones. 

The world always has roughly 4,000 Omega Zones, hence the name 4K.In this 
Information Age of technology, the use of maps to track Gospel presence 
and basic life needs will make  the task of reaching everyone on Earth a 
reality.  Through the Omega Zone mapping grid, Christian workers will have 
a better understanding of where we are and where we are not. Every person 
on the planet has needs, whether they are spiritual or physical. Using 4K, the 
global task at hand will be more apparent on a map, and the Body of Christ 
will be better equipped to mobilize its resources.
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building team expectation
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Dear God,  
      I am about to go on outreach... what 
would you like to say to me about it today?
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Positive

1

2

3

4

5

Not so positive

6

7

8

9

10

What do you think is going to happen? 
There is no wrong answer here 

describe how you feel about the coming outreach
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what word did god give you to be part of this school?

How do you think, might the enemy try to discourage you 
personally from sharing Jesus with others?
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5... things I want to learn on outreach / during evangelism

1

2

3

4

5

5... things about the world & people I am going to that currently stands out  
           for me

1

2

3

4

5
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5...  fears that could stop me from fully participating and enjoying 
             until the end of outreach

1

2

3

4

5

Turn into groups and pray for one another . Did anyone get a word or a 
picture for you? What did they pray over you?
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3 expectations you have of your leaders
     

  

  

 

Are they realistic? Explain

discuss openly your team Expectations

3 expectations you have of others in your team
     

  

  

 

Are they realistic? Explain
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3 expectations you think others have of your you
     

  

  

 

Are they realistic? Explain

3 expectations you have of yourself during outreach     
  

  

 

Are they realistic? Explain
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daily questions:    as a team

  How many salvations did you see for the day?
  How many people did you pray for per day?
  How many people did you pray for healing?
  How many people did you see healed?
  How many people were baptized?
  What else do you want to remember:

daily questions:    personal daily record

  What do you remember about today? 
  In what ways did you sense the presence of Holy Spirit today?
  Circle what you feel: 

   MAD (upset, agitated, angry, furious)
   GLAD (happy, pleased, excited, satisfied)
   BAD (ashamed, guilty, damaged, dark)
   SAD (disappointed, depressed, devastated)
   LOVE (nurtured, care, concern, like)
   FEAR (horrified, anxious scared, afraid)

  Because: _________
  Do you need to forgive someone after today? Y | N

Lord, I choose to forgive:________
  Take any negative thoughts captive and replace it with 

God’s Truth  2Cor 10:5
The thought is:_______  God’s truth is:_______

  Meditation:  Think of the Bible passage you read this morning. 
It was: ________and what stood out for me was_______

  Dear Father, 

keeping daily records

When you return for your debrief re-entry week, you will prepare a 
1 minute, 5 minute and 15 minute presentation, so that you will be ready when 
you go home.  In order to do this, take good notes every day. 
Remember stories by writing down key moments and things people said. 

Numbers are not the focus yet is a good way to see the potential impact that 
your team might have had when you were out.  Remember to record as you 
go. Delegate this duty to one another and take daily or weekly turns.
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  What went well this week?
  What should we change?
  What do we need to adjust?
  Is communication clear?
  Are roles and responsibilities understood?
  Is situational awareness maintained?
  Is the workload distributed equally?
  Do we offer, or do we have to request task assistance?
  Were errors made or avoided?
  What are we using as resources?

Bi-weekly team debrief 

Have the following expectation as a team.  Each individual take10 
minutes to think about the following bi-weekly debrief questions.  
Start with the outreach leader and go clock-wise:

  What is your 3 highlights of outreach the last 2 weeks?
1
2
3

  What is constantly difficult for you or a disappointment you are 
      struggling with?
1
2

  Students - what do you find hard about your staff?
1
2

  Staff - what do you find hard about your group?
1
2

  What positive things did you as an individual bring to the team the last  
       two weeks that is different from the others?
1
2

  Have a time of prayer and forgiveness.

keeping daily records weekly questions:    as a team
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learning from past experiences - an example

What is wrong with this “common YWAM drama” 

Answer:  in some cultures the colour white is evil... You audience will 
not know that  this is “sinless (shameless in some cultures) Jesus”  

This actually happened to teams before! The audience thought Jesus 
was the evil one and the demons not evil.  Why?  
Because to the audience, white represented evil. 

Many cultures also do not understand mime! Ask your local advisors if 
they understand it before you show it to the audience. 

cultural symbols are different over the world
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DRAMAS ON OUTREACH - especially non-western unreached places. 

Ask the long term workers BEFORE YOU PRACTICE dramas

1.  What kind of Bible stories will be worth dramatizing when we come into a 
village in your country / omega zone?

2.  Do they have a cultural song we can do something with?

3.  Avoid bringing western worship music with drama’s - people 
     do not understand the English, and they think you are imposing
     western religion onto them. - USE THEIR MUSIC AND DRAMAS.

      If you do not have it, wait until you are on the field.  Help the
      workers on the field develop new Christian cultural dramas especially
      for the children. They will love it - and most likely the adults too.

---------------

An example from India:

Girls must at all times wear a dupatta (scarf) - especially in villages. Even 
though times are changing, most villages are quite strict on this.  Why?  
Not wearing it, is like not wearing underwear in many Indian villages.

Solution: Take safety pins with you on outreach! 
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Create your own cultural relevant resources before you go!

We did!  You can too! 

GO TO THIS LINK:   http://globalrecordings.net/en/script/af/418?bw=1

and click on RESOURCES and then AUDIO VISUAL RESOURCES

NOW CLICK ON   GOOD NEWS! 
find and click the link that says   -  visual aid
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Do you see all these pictures! in 6000 languages.
Can you take them and turn them into colouring books?
See if you can make them look like the culture you are going too.

Here they are a bit too western ;-)

It is cheap to make photo copies.  EMAIL YOUR FRIENDS and ask 
them 4 weeks ahead of time to POST YOU CRAYONS FOR 
OUTREACH.  This is a good way to do fundraising too. People would 
love to be involved like this.

If you pulled it off - why not email your PDF to workbookspioneer so 
that other DTS teams can build on and use your resource!!
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Do not substitute Friendly evangelism  with friendship and no evangelism! 

  - First things first before anything else:  THE “eat, poop, sleep” PRINCIPLE
        Food, Bathroom, Bedroom before any other meetings take place.

  - Update Contact information (if changed)

  - Get personal cells (send numbers to base)

  - Evaluate evacutation plan

  - Determine or affirm medical locations

  - Hit the streets ASAP Few hours after arrival is good even if
        it is just for a short time.

  - Get into ministry

when you arrive on outreach how to avoid crises
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- Follow the rules (even as the leader)

- Listen to the Lord

- Stay in teams

- Have communication available (if possible)

- It’s important to be a leader who walks out the rules and guidelines you - 
  provide for the outreach. If the team feels like you don’t follow the rules, they  
  too will not see them as significant and this can lead to unwanted trials and   
  crises.

- Remain calm / practice self-control

- Hear God’s voice

- Stick to the plan

- De-escalate the surrounding emotions

- Clear the mechanism

- Take care of yourself

how to avoid crises

Principles to keep during Crisis
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know what you are talking about
or how you can answer people when

you go out on evangelism

knowing the answer to every question will nev-
er happen but you can prepare general answers 

that is sound and 
biblical. 

SBS is strongly adviced for post DTS graduates. 

PRACTICAL in the class room:

Turn into groups of 3 - 4

Read the topic together and come up with a 
question for the other groups.

When all the groups are done, ask the other groups a good question
and see which group can answer first WITHOUT LOOKING again

in their books! 
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Many religions exist in today's world, including those who hold to no faith at all. 
However, approximately 95% of the world's population is categorized under 
seven world religious traditions.

Christianity is listed as the world's largest religion when including Roman Ca-
tholicism under the broad heading of Christianity. This includes approximately 
900 million non-Catholics (Protestants and Orthodox Christians) and 1.2 billion 
Roman Catholics, totaling more than 2 billion adherents. Within these move-
ments are numerous denominational groups. Among Protestants, some of 
the larger denominations in the United States include Southern Baptists, the 
Assemblies of God, United Methodists, Presbyterians, and Lutherans.

Islam is the world's second-largest religion with statistics citing between 1.3 
billion and 1.6 billion Muslims worldwide. Originating in the Middle East in the 
seventh century, it continues as the dominant religion in this region. Most Mus-
lims are either Sunni or Shia, with a small percentage of Sufi Muslims as well. 
Many smaller sub-groups exist within each of these larger traditions. A 2010 
study by the Association of Statisticians of American Religious Bodies estimat-
ed 2.6 million American Muslims, up from 1 million in 2000.

Hinduism is considered the world's third-largest religion, with more than 900 
million adherents. The vast majority of Hindus live in India. Yet the migration of 
Indian citizens to many parts of the world has led to the development of Hindu 
temples and the growth of the religion in many new places, including America. 
In 2004, an estimated 1.5 million Hindus resided in the United States.

Buddhism is the world's fourth-largest religion and includes approximately 
360 million adherents. Originating in India, Buddhism is the dominant religion 
in many Asian countries, such as Thailand, Laos, and Cambodia. Many forms 
of Buddhism exist, with Zen Buddhism enjoying considerable popularity in 
the United States. According to one 2012 estimate, approximately 1.2 million 
Buddhists live in America, with 40% of these adherents living in Southern 
California.

What are the major world religions in existence today?
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Judaism includes approximately 15 million religious Jews around the world, 
though not all Jews follow its religious traditions. Originating in Israel with his-
torical roots to the biblical Abraham, many Jews still reside in this nation. The 
United States also includes a large Jewish population, especially in certain 
urban areas (such as New York City and San Francisco). The Jewish Virtual 
Library estimated 6.5 million American Jews in 2011.

Baha'i ranks seventh in the list of most common religions and refers to follow-
ers of Baha, the founder of the religion. Originating in Iran, this religion claims 
more than five million adherents in 200 nations. 169,000 American Baha'i 
adherents were noted by the Baha'i official website in 2011.
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Sometimes it seems that there are as many religions as there are people on 
the earth. Even those who belong to the same religion or denomination of a 
religion have disagreements about what is really important or "true" within 
those religions. How, then, can a rational person come to the conclusion that 
any one religion is the "true" religion? If those within the religion can't even 
agree, perhaps the logical conclusion is that no religion has Truth or that all 
religions have some Truth, but none is any better than the others. 
Some skeptics even use the existence of many religions as proof that there is 
no way to know God or that God really doesn't exist.

That God does exist is clear to everyone because God has made it clear and 
He has declared it to be so: "For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal 
power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the cre-
ation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without 
excuse" (Romans 1:20). The creation speaks to us in a loud, clear voice of 
God's existence. "The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above 
proclaims his handiwork" (Psalm 19:1). There is no culture, no language, no 
group of people who can deny this (Psalm 19:3). But equally clear is the fact 
that human beings often reject the truth about God (because accepting it 
means things like submission and obedience) and choose instead to go their 
own way, seeking God according to their own way of thinking, which is futile 
because no one finds God with his own reason (1 Corinthians 2:14). Attempt-
ing to find God and discern truth without the wisdom and guidance of the Holy 
Spirit is where we find the basis of the "many religions."

There are two characteristics shared by all cults and false religions. First, they 
deny the deity of Jesus Christ and His declaration that He is the only way 
to God (John 14:6). All religions and cults that deny this truth are false, and 
because the human heart rebels against the exclusivity of Jesus' claim, false 
religions abound. They may proclaim that Jesus was a "good teacher" or a 
"moral man," but could a good teacher or a moral man make the claim that 
He alone is the path to heaven? Either He was lying or He was deluded or He 
was telling the truth. In any case, He cannot be dismissed as simply a good 
teacher or man.

The second characteristic shared by all false religions is the idea that we can 
earn our way to heaven or to acceptance by God through our own efforts. 
Adherents of false religions have invented a false god who will accept them 
based on their "good works" or the amount of effort they have expended in 
trying to follow certain rules or obey certain laws, at least to the best of their 

Why are there so many religions?
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ability. They simply cannot bear a holy God who declares that all their "righ-
teousness is as filthy rags" before Him (Isaiah 64:6 KJV) and that the only 
righteousness they can ever attain is achieved not by works, but by faith in 
the One who exchanged His perfect righteousness for our sin on the cross (2 
Corinthians 5:21). They reject that life-giving message and pursue their own 
path to a God they can control by their own efforts. The existence of so many 
religions is a testimony to humanity's rejection of the one true God. Mankind 
has replaced Him with gods that are more to their liking.

In a sense, all religions do lead to God, but not in the way most people think. 
All false religions lead to God's judgment. Only one—true, biblical Christiani-
ty—leads to eternal life through forgiveness of sin provided by Jesus' sacrifice 
on the cross for sin (Romans 6:23). All human beings will meet God after 
death (Hebrews 9:27) and all who trust their own religion will find His judgment 
harsh indeed. All who have rejected the only means of salvation—the means 
God has provided out of His love and mercy—will spend an eternity in hell. 
Only through His salvation through faith in Jesus Christ can anyone approach 
God with confidence.

Thousands of religions exist in today's world, but what is true religion? How 
can anyone know if any one religion is better than another or if any particular 
religion is true?

One common element of a religious system is a focus on a particular set of 
beliefs and practices required in order to be "successful" within the religion. 
For example, Islam has Five Pillars essential to practice among all Muslims. 
Buddhism includes the Eight Noble Truths. Judaism follows the Law of Moses 
written in the Torah.

Yet Christianity offers a unique religious belief system that is not based 
on rituals but rather on a relationship. It is not a religion. It is a relationship. 
The Bible teaches that no level of works could make a person good enough to 
earn eternity with a perfect God in heaven (Ephesians 2:8-9). In fact, Scrip-
ture affirms all have sinned and fall short of God's glory (Romans 3:23). The 
deserving punishment for human sin is eternal separation from God or spiritual 
death (Romans 6:23).

In biblical Christianity, the one and only solution to the problem of sin is found 
in Jesus Christ. As both perfect God and perfect man, He came to earth to 
offer His own life as a substitute for sin (Romans 5:8). If we confess that Jesus 

True religion – What is it?
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Death, according to dictionary definitions, is a cessation of vital functions or a 
lack of life. Spiritual death is our natural state prior to accepting Christ as our 
savior (Ephesians 2:1; Colossians 2:13). It is a lack of spiritual life, an absence 
of proper spiritual functioning. God is the eternally existent One, the great "I 
AM" (Exodus 3:14); He is life. So, really, spiritual death is separation from 
God, who is life.

Humans are raised from spiritual death by Jesus. Our Lord, being God incar-
nate, is associated with life numerous times throughout the New Testament. 
He is life and comes to give us life (John 1:4; 10:10; 11:25; 14:6; Acts 3:15). 
Paul says that, before we are saved, we are "dead" in our sins (Ephesians 2:1; 
Colossians 2:13). When we lack Jesus, we lack life. Therefore we are dead.

Dead people cannot help themselves. Life does not come from non- life. This 
is why salvation is all of grace. We are incapable of doing anything to save 
ourselves; only Jesus, the Author of Life, can save us (Ephesians 2:8-10). 
Romans 6:23 says, "For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." Man is sinful—spiritually dead—but God 
gives life.

"How can an infant be born spiritually dead?" you might ask. Spiritual death 
became a reality for humanity after the Fall of Adam and Eve. God instructed 
Adam to refrain from eating the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, 
warning that eating the fruit would result in death (Genesis 2:16-17). After Eve 
and Adam ate the fruit, however, they did not immediately experience physical 
death. Rather, their relationship with God was severed. They became aware 
of their nakedness, created clothes of leaves, and hid themselves from God in 
shame (Genesis 3:6-9). They were no longer functioning spiritually, but were 
spiritually dead. Romans 5:12 explains, "Therefore, just as sin came into the 
world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men 

is Lord and believe God raised Him from the dead, we will be saved (Romans 
10:9). By God's gift of grace we are saved from sin through faith in Jesus 
(Ephesians 2:8). The result is the forgiveness of sin (Acts 10:43) and eternal 
life (John 3:16).
True religion includes the way we live (James 1:27) but involves more than a 
set of rules or rituals. Without a relationship with Jesus Christ through faith, re-
ligion is insufficient for making us right with God. Instead, we receive Jesus by 
faith (John 1:14) and become a child of God. As a result of our changed lives, 
we serve Him and others as a spiritual act of worship (Romans 12:1-2).

Spiritual death - what is it?
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because all sinned." The sin of Adam and Eve tainted all of humanity. We all 
have a sinful nature now. We are born separated from God (see Psalm 51:5).

Even though we are born with a sinful nature and come into this world spiri-
tually dead, we are also born with a longing for life. Ecclesiastes 3:11 says, in 
part, "[God] has put eternity into man's heart." In The Weight of Glory, C. S. 
Lewis writes,
The books or the music in which we thought the beauty was located will betray 
us if we trust to them; it was not in them, it only came through them, and what 
came through them was longing. These things—the beauty, the memory 
of our own past—are good images of what we really desire; but if they are 
mistaken for the thing itself they turn into dumb idols, breaking the hearts of 
their worshippers. For they are not the thing itself; they are only the scent of a 
flower we have not found, the echo of a tune we have not heard, news from a 
country we have never yet visited.

Humans long for life. We have an innate something that knows there is more 
to this world than meets the eye. It impels our search for meaning in life.

Those who are spiritually dead are oblivious to their state (2 Corinthians 4:4). 
They assume they can "eat, drink and be merry" (Luke 12:19 NIV), for phys-
ical life is all there is. In so doing, they fail to engage their inmost longings. 
They fail to recognize their sense of purposelessness, disconnectedness, 
and the fact that, apart from God, their pursuits do not provide fulfillment. The 
real danger is that, without the new life that Christ gives, the sinner's physical 
death will be followed by the second death (Revelation 20:14-15).

Even believers, who have spiritual life, sometimes fail to fully live it by rebelling 
through sin. The consequence of sin is spiritual death (Romans 6:23). When 
believers in Christ toy with sin, they experience the death-like symptoms of sin 
– a sense of distance from God.

Spiritual death is a state of being alienated from God and therefore lacking His 
life. Believers have been given eternal life, which includes life "to the full" now 
(John 10:10 NIV). Jesus brings us from death into life, and believers remain in 
life. However, "whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath 
of God remains on him" (John 3:36).

Spiritual death need not be a permanent state. Life awaits us. God is eager 
for all come to Him (2 Peter 3:9). To be rescued from spiritual death, we need 
only recognize our sinful state and call on the One who is capable to save.
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During one of the sham trials Jesus was subjected to before He was cruci-
fied, Pontius Pilate asked Him, "What is truth?" (John 18:38). Pilate asked the 
question mockingly. Pilate did not really care what the truth was and would not 
have believed it if Jesus had revealed it to him. But Pilate's question is one 
that we must all wrestle with. What is the Truth about salvation? What is the 
truth about God? What is the truth about Jesus? What is the truth about salva-
tion? To ignore these questions is foolish. To be misled on these questions is 
dangerous. To have the true answers to these truth questions is crucial.

Here at CompellingTruth.org, what we most want you to understand is salva-
tion. While there are many other important truths in the Christian faith, know-
ing and understanding the truth about salvation is the most important, as it 
determines where we will spend eternity. Listed below are truths from various 
areas of the Christian faith as they relate to salvation.

The truth about God
God exists (Psalm 14:1). God created the universe and everything in it, includ-
ing humanity (Genesis 1:1). God is all-powerful (Job 42:2), all-knowing (1 John 
3:20), infinite, and eternal (Psalm 90:2). God is absolutely holy and free from 
sin (Isaiah 6:3). God is absolutely just and will not allow evil to go unpunished. 
God is merciful, gracious, and loving (1 John 4:8).

The truth about humanity
God created us to have a personal relationship with Him. God created us with 
the ability to choose good and evil, and we chose evil. We have all sinned and 
fall short of God's glory (Romans 3:23). Because of our sin, we deserve death, 
not just physical death, but eternal death, because our sin is ultimately against 
an eternal God (Romans 6:23). There is absolutely nothing we can do to recti-
fy our relationship with God on our own (Romans 3:10-18).

The truth about Jesus Christ
Knowing that humanity cannot achieve its own salvation, God took on hu-
man form in the person of Jesus Christ (John 1:1,14). God literally became a 
human being and walked this planet for approximately 33 years, teaching the 
truth, performing miracles, and living a sinless life. Just as humanity rejects 
God, so we also rejected God incarnate. Jesus was mercilessly beaten and 
then crucified (Matthew 27). Jesus willingly sacrificed His life for ours and died 
on the cross (John 19). Since He was God, His death carried an infinite and 
eternal value, paying the infinite and eternal price our sins demand (2 Corin-
thians 5:21). Three days after He died, Jesus was resurrected, demonstrating 

What is the Truth about salvation?
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that His death had sufficiently paid the price for sin (1 Corinthians 16).
The truth about salvation

Because of the perfect and complete sacrifice of Jesus Christ, our sins can be 
forgiven. God offers us salvation, deliverance, redemption, and forgiveness. 
The only requirement God demands is that we receive the gift of salvation that 
He offers us through Jesus Christ (John 3:16). All we have to do is accept it, 
by faith, trusting in Jesus' sacrifice alone to cover our sins. When we receive 
salvation by faith in Jesus Christ, our relationship with God is restored and we 
are promised an eternal home in heaven (Matthew 25:46).

Are you ready and willing to accept these truths? If so, place your faith in 
Jesus Christ as your Savior. Recognize that you have sinned and are worthy 
of death. Thank God for providing for your salvation through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Trust the perfect and complete sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ as the means of your salvation. Recognize that nothing can now sepa-
rate you from God's love (Romans 8:38-39) and that He will never leave you 
or forsake you (Hebrews 13:5).

What is the Truth about salvation? There are many truths, and many of them 
are very important. But, there is only one Truth, and that is Jesus Christ. "I 
am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me" (John 14:6).
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Redemption is a biblical word that means "a purchase" or "a ransom." Histori-
cally, redemption was used in reference to the purchase of a slave's freedom. 
A slave was "redeemed" when the price was paid for his freedom. God spoke 
of Israel's deliverance from slavery in Egypt in this way: "I am the LORD, and 
I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliv-
er you from slavery to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm 
and with great acts of judgment" (Exodus 6:6). The use of redemption in the 
New Testament includes this same idea. Every person is a slave to sin; only 
through the price Jesus paid on the cross is a sinful person redeemed from sin 
and death.

In Scripture, it is clear every person stands in need of redemption. Why? 
Because every person has sinned (Romans 3:23). The following verse then 
reveals we are "justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus" (Romans 3:24). Hebrews 9:15 says that Jesus "is the media-
tor of a new covenant . . . since a death has occurred that redeems them from 
the transgressions committed under the first covenant."

Redemption provides several benefits for the believer: eternal life (Revelation 
5:9-10), forgiveness of sin (Ephesians 1:7), a right relationship with God (Ro-
mans 5:17), peace with God (Colossians 1:18-20), the Holy Spirit to live within 
(1 Corinthians 6:19-20), and adoption into God's family (Galatians 4:5). Titus 
2:13-14 says Jesus "gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness 
and to purify for himself a people for his own possession."

When we are redeemed, we become different people. When God redeemed 
Israel from slavery in Egypt, He made them a new nation and gave them a 
new land. Likewise, the Christian has a new identity in Christ. No longer is 
the Christian a captive to sin and death. Instead, he has become a citizen of 
God's kingdom. Christians now live in anticipation of our eternal home with our 
heavenly Father.

God wants us to see Him as the One who redeems (Isaiah 43:14; 44:6, 24; 
49:7). Just as Boaz was the kinsman-redeemer of Ruth (Ruth 3:9), Jesus 
redeems us (Galatians 3:13). Jesus paid a high price for our redemption, the 
ultimate sacrifice of His own life to free us from sin.

What is Christian redemption?
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Regeneration is a theological term from the King James Version of the Bible. 
Titus 3:5 says, "he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteous-
ness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and re-
newal of the Holy Spirit." Modern translations use words such as rebirth. This 
concept of being reborn is of great importance in the Bible. In John 3 a Jewish 
religious teacher named Nicodemus visited Jesus at night to learn more about 
Him. Jesus told him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he 
cannot see the kingdom of God" (John 3:3). When Nicodemus questioned 
the idea of rebirth, Jesus replied, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born 
of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God" (verse 5). To be 
born again or "regenerated" is to start a new spiritual life, one that is from God 
rather than from a human parent.
Other passages affirm this teaching. Ephesians 2:1-2 notes that unbelievers 
are "dead in the trespasses and sins" prior to knowing Christ. God's salvation 
brings them from death to life (Ephesians 2:5-6). Being born again brings 
radical change. "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old 
has passed away; behold, the new has come." (2 Corinthians 5:17).

How does regeneration take place? Both John 3 and Ephesians 2 indicate 
that this change is the result of faith in Christ. Just as an infant does nothing 
to be born into this world, there is no work a person can perform to become 
spiritually reborn. God gives new life by His grace to those who trust in Him. 
Ephesians 2:8-9 says, "For by grace you have been saved through faith. And 
this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no 
one may boast."
John 3:16 explains why God offers this new, regenerated life: "For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life." God's love led Him to give His Son on 
our behalf so we could have eternal life.

Of course, after someone is born, it's time to grow. We would rightly be con-
cerned for an infant who remained at infant size with infant abilities for years 
on end. In the same way, a person who has been regenerated by the power 
of the Holy Spirit should grow spiritually. Growth naturally follows birth. "Like 
newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up 
into salvation" (1 Peter 2:2; see also 2 Peter 3:18).
Also important to note is that spiritual rebirth is a one-time event. There is no 
biblical support for a person to be born again multiple times. Once a person 
truly comes to faith in Christ, a new life begins, continuing from that point 
through eternity future with the Lord.

What is the Christian doctrine of regeneration?
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A short definition of justification is "the act of making someone right with God." 
Justification takes place when God declares those who place their faith in 
Christ to be righteous. Second Corinthians 5:21 says, "For our sake he made 
him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteous-
ness of God." In other words, Jesus became our substitute on the cross so 
that we could be made "just" or right with God. We were guilty, but God has 
declared us righteous.

Romans 3:22-24 teaches that "the righteousness of God [comes] through 
faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a 
gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus." Our justification comes to 
us freely, because of the price that Jesus paid on our behalf. God extends this 
grace to sinners and is "just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus" 
(verse 26).

Theologians speak of three distinct types of justification—positional, progres-
sive, and perfective. Positional justification is the "legal standing" we have 
been granted in Christ. It's what the verses above concern: we are justified 
when we trust in Christ. From that moment on, God sees us as righteous.

Although we have been declared righteous, the fact is that we still sin, even 
after we've been saved. That's where progressive justification comes in. 
Progressive justification (or sanctification) is the ongoing process of being 
made just by the Lord. "But the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, 
which shines brighter and brighter until full day" (Proverbs 4:18). It involves a 
believer becoming more and more like Christ. This is not something we do, but 
something He does. We perform good works as He empowers us (Ephesians 
2:10; 2 Corinthians 9:8).

Perfective justification is the final step. The progressive process catches up 
with the positional decree, and the believer is made righteous in practice as 
well as in name. This sinless perfection will be ours when we enter eternity 
with the Lord. At that time, our justification will be complete, and we will dwell 
with Him forever apart from sin.

Taking sinners to heaven is God's business, and it is only possible through 
the sacrifice of Christ. It is "one act of righteousness [performed by Christ that] 
leads to justification and life for all men" (Romans 5:18). Jesus paid the price. 
We enjoy the peace He gives, both now and eternally (Romans 5:1).

What is justification according to the Bible? What is the meaning of substitutionary atonement?
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We are all familiar with substitutes. Teachers substitute for others who are ill. 
Athletes substitute when others are injured or fatigued or just not playing well. 
A substitute is one who takes the place of another. There is a terrible death 
sentence hanging over the head of every human being. The phrase "substi-
tutionary atonement" means that Jesus Christ died in the place of sinners as 
our substitute so that that death sentence could be nullified. Since all men are 
in sin (Romans 3:9-18, 23), we deserve death because "the wages of sin is 
death" (Romans 6:23). Thankfully, "the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord." Any person who believes that Jesus (who is God) is able and 
willing to take that person's death sentence upon Himself, will live with Him for 
eternity.

Romans 6:23 teaches us two things. First, it tells us that without Christ's 
substitutionary atonement, there is no doubt that we are doomed. In the Bible, 
death refers to separation. When a body dies, the soul is separated from the 
body. This is the physical death that we all experience. When a person dies 
without Jesus, his soul is separated from God (spiritual death). Spiritual death 
will result in eternity in hell, from which there is no escape. The second lesson 
contained in this verse is that eternal life is available through Jesus Christ to 
those who believe.

Here is how the substitute works. Jesus Christ is God (John 1:1-18) and is 
therefore an infinite being. We are finite, created beings. Since the sins we 
commit are against an infinite being (God), the punishment must also be 
infinite. There are two ways for this punishment to be carried out. Either an 
infinite being must die once to pay for sins (the cross), or finite beings must 
to pay for their sins infinitely (hell). Jesus lovingly offered Himself up and died 
in our place when He was crucified on the cross. This was an infinite Being 
making a one-time payment for sins that satisfied God's requirement (Hebrews 
10:10, 14). 

When this happened, "For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, 
so that in him we might become the righteousness of God" (2 Corinthians 
5:21). This atonement is spoken of again, in 1 Peter 3:18, "For Christ also 
suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us 
to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit."

What is the meaning of substitutionary atonement?
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The Old Testament also contains prophecies that speak of this substitutionary 
atonement, and about the coming Messiah who would die to bring us peace. 
The prophecies contained in the Old Testament detail each aspect of His 
death, earthly life, and resurrection. In Isaiah 53:5 we find the atonement out-
lined very clearly: "But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed 
for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and 
with his wounds we are healed."

Sadly, many people still refuse to believe and will pay the price of their own sin 
in hell for all eternity. But we know that God's own Son, Jesus Christ, came to 
earth to pay for the sins of all who believe. There is no more important choice. 
Hebrews 3:15 says "Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts…"

The quick answer is that Jesus died on the cross to provide the way for us to 
receive forgiveness from our sins. The Bible provides many details regarding 
this sacrifice of Jesus. As we study the Bible, we understand more and more 
of salvation and forgiveness.

When we say “Jesus died for our sins,” we are saying that He died because 
of our sins. Sin leads to death (Romans 6:23). We were sinners consigned 
to death, and we had no way to stop sinning. Jesus came into our world and 
lived a perfect life, so death had no hold on Him. Yet, in His grace, Jesus 
chose to die on our behalf. He took our punishment for us. As He died “for our 
sins,” as our substitute, He prayed that we would be forgiven. Since our penal-
ty has already been paid, God will forgive all who put their trust in Jesus.

Jesus’ death means that we have access to God. In John 14:6, Jesus says, 
“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.” Sin had separated us from God, but, at the moment of Christ’s 
death, the veil in the temple, separating the priests from the presence of God, 
was ripped in two (Mark 15:38).

Jesus’ death means that the sacrifices of the Old Testament Law are no longer 
needed. In previous times, various offerings were required by the Law as 
atonements for sin. Yet these sacrifices were only temporary. With the sacrifice 
of Jesus, we were provided a perfect, one-time atonement from sin (Hebrews 
10:10).

Christ’s death means that we are guaranteed forgiveness of sin when we 
accept Jesus as Lord. Galatians 3:22 says, “the promise by faith in Jesus 

What does it mean that Jesus died for our sins?
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Christ might be given to those who believe.” Jesus purchased our salvation on 
the cross by becoming sin for us (2 Corinthians 5:21). That is, He became the 
guilty one on our behalf.

Salvation is by God’s grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8-9). It is made possi-
ble through the cross of Christ. “Christ also died for sins once for all, the just 
for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God” (1 Peter 3:18 NASB).
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It is true that there are numerous Bible verses that speak of the promise of 
salvation, with no mention of repentance. These merely say to “believe” on 
Jesus Christ and you shall be saved (Acts 16:31; Romans 10:9). However, the 
Bible makes it clear that God is holy and man is sinful, and that sin makes a 
separation between the two (Isaiah 59:1-2).

Without repentance from sin, wicked men cannot have fellowship with a holy 
God. We are dead in our trespasses and sins (Ephesians 2:1) and until we 
forsake them through repentance, we cannot be made alive in Christ. The 
Scriptures speak of “repentance unto life” (Acts 11:18). We turn from sin to the 
Savior. This is why Paul preached “repentance toward God, and faith toward 
our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:21).

The first public word Jesus preached was “repent” (Matthew 4:17). John the 
Baptist began his ministry the same way (Matthew 3:2). Jesus told His 
hearers that without repentance, they would perish (Luke 13:3). If belief is all 
that is necessary for salvation, then the logical conclusion is that one need 
never repent.
However, the Bible tells us that a false convert “believes” and yet is not saved 
(Luke 8:13); he remains a “worker of iniquity.” Look at the warning of Scripture:

“If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and 
do not live out the truth” (1 John 1:6).

The Scriptures also say, “He that covers his sins shall not prosper, but who-
so confesses and forsakes them [repentance] shall have mercy” (Proverbs 
28:13). Jesus said that there was joy in heaven over one sinner who “repents” 
(Luke 15:10). If there is no repentance, there is no joy because there is no 
salvation.

When Peter preached on the Day of Pentecost, he commanded his hearers to 
repent “for the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38). Without repentance, there is no 
remission of sins; we are still under His wrath. Peter further said, “Repent …
and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out” (Acts 3:19). We cannot 
be “converted” unless we repent. God Himself “commands all men every-
where [leaving no exceptions] to repent” (Acts 17:30). Peter said a similar 
thing at Pentecost: “Repent, and be baptized every one of you” (Acts 2:38).

If repentance wasn’t necessary for salvation, why then did Jesus command 
that repentance be preached to all nations (Luke 24:47)? With so many 
Scriptures speaking of the necessity of repentance for salvation, one can only 

Is repentance necessary for salvation?
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suspect that those who preach salvation without repentance are strangers to 
repentance themselves, and thus strangers to true conversion.

Author: Mike Smalley.
Excerpted from The Evidence Bible by

Ray Comfort of Living Waters Publications.
christiananswers.net/evangelism/responses/guidelines

What did you learn from this passage

 

 

 

How did repentance play a role in your conversion?

 

Repentance
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The question often arises about what a Christian should do if someone is 
repentant. Should we lead him in what’s commonly called a “sinners prayer” or 
simply instruct him to seek after God? Perhaps the answer comes by looking 
to the natural realm. As long as there are no complications when a child is 
born, all the doctor needs to do is guide the head.

The same applies spiritually. When someone is “born of God,” all we need to 
do is guide the head—make sure that they understand what they are doing.

Philip the evangelist did this with the Ethiopian eunuch. He asked him, “Do 
you understand what you read?” (Acts 8:30). In the parable of the sower, the 
true convert (the “good soil” hearer) is he who hears “and understands.” This 
understanding comes by the Law in the hand of the Spirit (Romans 7:7). If a 
sinner is ready for the Savior, it is because he has been drawn by the Holy 
Spirit (John 6:44). This is why we must be careful to allow the Holy Spirit to do 
His work and not rush in where angels fear to tread. Praying a sinners prayer 
with someone who isn’t genuinely repentant may leave you with a stillborn 
in your hands. Therefore, rather than lead him in a prayer of repentance, it is 
wise to encourage him to pray himself.

When Nathan confronted David about his sin, he didn’t lead the king in a 
prayer of repentance. If a man committed adultery, and his wife is willing to 
take him back, should you have to write out an apology for him to read to her? 
No. Sorrow for his betrayal of her trust should spill from his lips. She doesn’t 
want eloquent words, but simply sorrow of heart. The same applies to a prayer 
of repentance. The words aren’t as important as the presence of “godly sor-
row.” The sinner should be told to repent—to confess and forsake his sins. He 
could do this as a whispered prayer, then you could pray for him. If he’s not 
sure what to say, perhaps David’s prayer of repentance (Psalm 51) could be 
used as a model, but his own words are more desirable.

How to get false converts
Our aim should be to ensure that sinners are born of the Spirit—of the will of 
God and not of the will of man. Too many of our “decisions” are not a work of 
the Spirit, but a work of our sincere but manipulative practices. It is simple to 
secure a decision for Jesus by using this popular method:

“Do you know whether you are going to heaven when you die? God wants you 
to have that assurance. All you need to do is: 1) realize that you are a sinner 
(All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God), and 2) believe that Je-
sus died on the cross for you. Would you like me to pray with you right now so 

should you lead someone in the “sinner’s prayer”?
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that you can give your heart to Jesus? Then you will have the assurance that 
you are going to heaven when you die.”

 

 

 

 

What are 4 new / confirmed concepts for you
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How should one confront sinners?

When David sinned with Bathsheba, he broke all of the Ten Commandments. 
He coveted his neighbors wife, lived a lie, stole her, committed adultery, 
murdered her husband, dishonored his parents, and thus broke the remaining 
four Commandments by dishonoring God. Therefore, the Lord sent Nathan the 
prophet to reprove him (2 Samuel 12:1-14).

There is great significance in the order in which the reproof came. Nathan 
gave David (the shepherd of Israel) a parable about something that David 
could understand—sheep. He began with the natural realm, rather than imme-
diately exposing the king’s sin. He told a story about a rich man who, instead 
of taking a sheep from his own flock, killed a poor man’s pet lamb to feed a 
stranger.

David was indignant, and sat up on his high throne of self-righteousness. 
He revealed his knowledge of the Law by declaring that the guilty party must 
restore fourfold and must die for his crime. Nathan then exposed the king’s 
sin of taking another man’s “lamb,” saying, “You are the man… Why have you 
despised the commandment of the Lord, to do evil in his sight?” When David 
cried, “I have sinned against the Lord,” the prophet then gave him grace and 
said, “The Lord also has put away your sin; you shall not die.”

Imagine if Nathan, fearful of rejection, changed things around a little, and 
instead told David, “God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life. 
However, there is something that is keeping you from enjoying this wonderful 
plan; it is called sin.”

Imagine if he had glossed over the personal nature of David’s sin, with a gen-
eral reference to all men having sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. 
David’s reaction may have been, “What sin are you talking about?” rather than 
to admit his terrible transgression.

Think of it—why should he cry, “I have sinned against the Lord” at the sound 
of that message? Instead, he may have, in a sincere desire to experience this 
“wonderful plan,” admitted that he, like all men, had sinned and fallen short of 
the glory of God.

If David had not been made to tremble under the wrath of the Law, the prophet 
would have removed the very means of producing godly sorrow, which was so 
necessary for David’s repentance. It is “godly sorrow” that produces repen-
tance (2 Corinthians 7:10). It was the weight of David’s guilt that caused him to 
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How should one confront sinners?
cry out, “I have sinned against the Lord.”
The Law caused him to labor and become heavy laden; it made him hunger 
and thirst for righteousness. It enlightened him as to the serious nature of sin 
as far as God was concerned.

 

 

 

 

What are 4 new / confirmed concepts for you
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1.  AUTHORITY of Scripture creation.com/the-authority-of-scripture
Abstract: Scripture had supreme authority for the Old Testament saints, Christ 
and His apostles in all matters it touched upon. In particular, for Christ, what 
Scripture said, God said. Christ also directly affirmed many of the passages at-
tacked by liberals. Objections to the in errancy and sufficiency of Scripture are 
refuted. The charge that Christ was mistaken or merely accommodating to His 
hearers is impossible for a consistent Christian to hold. The charge of circular 
reasoning fails on several counts: 
the internal and external crosschecks, and the role that axioms play in all
philosophical systems.

Old Testament:
1) Moses
Moses often testified that his writings were from God:
Exodus 24:4: ‘Moses then wrote down everything the LORD had said …’
See also v.7, Ex. 34:27–28, Nu. 33:1–2, Dt. 31:9,
Deuteronomy 31:11: ‘when all Israel comes to appear before the LORD your 
God at the place he will choose, you shall read this law before them in their 
hearing.’

2) Joshua:
Joshua 1:8: ‘Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate 
on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. 
Then you will be prosperous and successful.’ The book of the Law is the Torah, 
also called the Pentateuch, or the first five books of the Bible.

3) David (c. 1000 BC)
Israel’s greatest king clearly also regarded the Law very highly.

N.T.  John 5:46–47 
46 If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me.
47 But since you do not believe what he wrote, how are you going to believe 
what I say?

2.  The TRINITY  (The Father is God. The Son is God. Holy Spirit is God)
Gen1:1 (God-Elohim is plural), Gen1:26-27, Is 6:8, Gen 18, Gen19:24)

Know the 7 Fundamentals of Christianity



87

3.  SALVATION  (what must I do to be saved?)
We are saved or born again but what exactly are we saved from?  The fact is 
that we are not just saved from going to hell, we are not saved only from our 
sins, but we are actually saved from the wrath of God.

Paul wrote that “the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodli-
ness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness” 
(Rom 1:18).  Jesus warned that “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; 
whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God re-
mains on him” (John 3:36).
Romans 1:16 “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power 
of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the 
Greek.”
Ephesians 2:8-9 “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that 
not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”

 4. SIN & JUDGMENT
Romans 2:12; Heb 9:27

5.  Hell (The good news is only good because Hell is real)
How can a Holy Righteous God allow sinners to go to heaven?

(1) Everyone will exist eternally either in heaven or hell (Daniel 12:2,3; Mat-
thew 25:46; John 5:28; Revelation 20:14,15).  (2) Everyone has only one life in 
which to determine their destiny (Hebrews 9:27).  (3) Heaven or hell is deter-
mined by whether a person believes (puts their trust) in Christ alone to save 
them (John 3:16, 36, etc.).

6.  SALVATION   (what must I do to be saved?)
Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given to mankind by which we must be saved.
Acts 4:12 | NIV | Jesus

7.  Our ability to DISCIPLE / Last command of Jesus
Matthew 28:19English Standard Version (ESV)
19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in[a] the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
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part iv
various religions from compellingtruth.org
& general evangelism guidelines

Do you want to be more effective on your next cross-cultural evangelism missions trip? After re-
ceiving a clear and contextual presentation of the truths found in the Bible, hearing transforming 
stories many from a Hindu, Muslim or Buddhist background, have decided to follow Jesus.

This 3-disc training package looks at Practical Tools and Insights for Reaching Buddhists/Hin-
dus/Muslims. Fresh interviews from church planters and national workers on the field provide a 
teaching platform. Breakthrough insights, methods and bridges to consider as you build rela-
tionships and share the Gospel to people of different religious backgrounds are inspirationally 
presented.

Also included on each disc is a folder of Additional Resources, containing contextual artwork, 
ethnic worship songs, bridges, power points, tracts, research, prayer guides, indigenous short 
films and more.

Each DVD is packed full of @1.5 hours of testimonies and practical examples arranged by se-
lectable chapters. Use the attached study guide for interactive training.

Each download is around 3-4 GB.

Please note: These presentations are under copyright and not for duplication or further 
distribution (without prior permission)

$49.95 for all three DVD productions downloads
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Buddhism 
www.compellingtruth.org/what-is-Buddhism

What do Buddhists believe? What is Buddhism?

As the world's fourth largest religion, Buddhism has a marked impact around 
the world. Its approximately 376 million adherents come from a number of 
nations. Many are asking questions regarding how Buddhism compares to the 
teaching of the Bible.

Buddhism was founded by a guru referred to as the Buddha. Originally known 
as Siddhartha Gautama, he was born in the sixth century B.C. to parents 
who ruled a small kingdom in modern-day Nepal. As Buddhist accounts note, 
Gautama was considered a special child. On the night of his conception, his 
mother had a vision of a white elephant, the traditional sign of an exceptional 
child. An astrologer also predicted that Gautama would become either a great 
world leader or, if he experienced much suffering, an important spiritual leader.

Gautama's father sought to protect him from suffering by keeping him behind 
palace walls and not allowing him to see the outside world. At 29, Gautama 
had his chariot driver take him to visit the surrounding village. For the first 
time, Gautama saw what he would later describe as the Four Signs: an old 
man, a sick man, a corpse in preparation for cremation, and a traveling holy 
man. With his newfound knowledge, he felt compelled to flee the extrava-
gance of his palatial life in an act known as the Great Renunciation. After six 
years of seeking truth, he chose to meditate in a single spot and experienced 
a spiritual awakening that developed into his signature message.

Gautama's teachings include his Middle Way (or Middle Path) through what he 
called the Four Noble Truths. These Four Noble Truths are 1) Life is all about 
suffering, 2) The cause of suffering is our desire and greed, 3) There is a way 
to overcome our desire and greed, and 4) The path to happiness and relief of 
suffering is the Eightfold Path.

In addition to the Four Noble Truths and Eightfold Path, Buddhism follows 
several other distinctive beliefs. The major seven are meditation, nirvana, 
samsara (life is simply a flow of suffering, change, and reincarnation), renunci-
ation (letting go), reincarnation, reincarnated Buddhas, and the Three Jewels 
(consisting of Buddha, Dharma, and Sangha).
While there is much variation in the different forms of Buddhism, we can 
identify three vast differences between Buddhism in general and the Bible's 
teachings:
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1. Buddhism requires a person to work out his own salvation by following 
certain steps; Christianity presents salvation as a gift which results in following 
Christ. While human effort is important in all religions, Christianity's focus on a 
relationship provided by Jesus sets it apart from Buddhist teachings.

2. Buddhism is motivated by a promise to escape suffering; Christianity is mo-
tivated by love for God and others. There's a big difference between escaping 
pain and showing love. While Buddhism touches on the importance of love, it 
is only a portion of its belief. Christianity is rooted in love for God first, then for 
people (Matthew 22:34-40).

3. Buddhism is primarily focused on individual enlightenment; Christianity is 
primarily focused on serving God and others. Christianity has historically fo-
cused on service to God which requires service to others. Jesus, Christianity's 
founder, said that, in obedience to the Father, He came to serve rather than to 
be served (Mark 10:45).

In addition, Buddhism denies the existence of a personal God, denies the 
unique authority of the Bible, holds no concept of personal sin, does not see 
Jesus as the one way to salvation and knowing God, and teaches reincarna-
tion after death (thus denying the reality of judgment as taught in Hebrews 
9:27). As Josh McDowell, author of Handbook of Today's Religions, has noted, 
"There are radical differences between Buddhism and Christianity that make 
any attempt of reconciliation between the two faiths impossible. The Buddhist 
worldview is basically monistic. That is, the existence of a personal creator 
and Lord is denied. The world operates by natural power and law, not divine 
command."
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Reincarnation is the belief that after a person dies, he or she returns to earth 
in another form or for another life. This popular belief is accepted in many 
Eastern religions, including Hinduism, Buddhism, and Shintoism. Reincar-
nation is also a widely held belief in Wicca, a popular form of witchcraft, as 
well as many New Age and Native American belief systems. Is reincarnation 
biblical?

Hebrews 9:27 makes it clear that a person lives only one time in this world. It 
teaches, "it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment." 
Only two options exist for the soul's existence after this life: eternity in heaven 
with the Lord (John 3:16) or eternal punishment apart from the Lord (Matthew 
25:46).

But what about the beginning of life? Have souls existed from eternity past, 
reinhabiting new bodies or life forms in a repeated cycle of life? The Bible 
teaches in Psalm 139:13 that, "you formed my inward parts; you knitted me 
together in my mother's womb." Though this Psalm is poetic in nature, the 
focus appears to be on the origin of the soul in the mother's womb. In addition, 
Genesis 1—2 reveals the creation of human life along with the creation of their 
souls by God (Genesis 2:7).

Another passage that supports the biblical view of the afterlife in contrast with 
reincarnation is found in Luke 16:19-31. A rich man and a poor man named 
Lazarus each died. The rich man entered into a place of conscious torment 
whereas the poor man entered conscious joy. The rich man called out and 
asked for Lazarus to come and cool his tongue. Father Abraham responded, 
"between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who 
would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross from there 
to us" (Luke 16:26). Having his first request denied, the rich man then asked 
Abraham to send Lazarus to warn his five brothers to avoid eternal punish-
ment. Abraham answered that he would not, indicating that those in eternity do 
not return to earth for additional lives. The condition of the human soul in the 
afterlife is clearly permanent; neither reincarnation nor purgatory is a biblical 
option.

In another account, the disciples of Jesus affirmed that some believed He was 

Is reincarnation biblical?
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a reincarnation of John the Baptist, Elijah, or another prophet (Mark 8:27-28). 
Though some people believed in reincarnation during the time of Jesus, He 
instead denied He was a reincarnated being, but accepted Peter's answer that 
Jesus was the Christ (Mark 8:29).

Reincarnation is not biblical. In the end God will create a new heavens, new 
earth, and new heavenly Jerusalem where His people will dwell with Him for-
ever (Revelation 21—22). Only in that sense will humans return to earth again, 
this time to live in eternal joy with the Creator God.

compellingtruth.org/reincarnation
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The Four Noble Truths “The Law of Buddha.”  
by Jay P, the Major and were drawn by Saya Sithu.

The First Law is Death and Suffering (the resultnof the 2nd law)?
Humans are caught in the cycle of reincarnation
Second is that the cause of death and suffering is sin (Buddha described this as black fire) The 
reason for reincarnation is sin. 
Third law: Your goal as a Buddhist is to go to Nirvana? Ni means no, vana means fire or burning. 
Nirvana is a place of no sin and no suffering.
The fourth law: The way out of sin and suffering towards Nirvana is to do eight things (The 
eightfold path) Basically Buddhist must no think about sin and become 100% perfect. Here Jesus 
and Buddah are in agreement - when His disciples bemoaned the Lord’s statement “You must be 
perfect just as your Father in heaven is perfect” they exclaimed “this is impossible”  Jesus replied 
“that is correct, with man this is impossible but with God all things are possible” Matt 5:48

1) Suffering and death have an origin (a 
cause). Suffering and
death is the effect of that cause.

2) The origin of death is sin. 
(Give a brief summary of Adam 
and Eve and their disobedi-
ence.

The Four Noble Truths of Jesus Christ

the 4 noble truths
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4) The Way out of the cycle of sin and suffering is faith in Christ’s
death, burial and resurrection. Christ walks the Perfect Road

through His disciples. He makes them perfect in His eye

3) There is a place where suffering and sin no longer exists (Heaven).
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8 Barriers and 8 Questions that Hinder Theravada
Buddhists understanding the Gospel written by J.P.

1. Heaven
2. God’s Wrath and Justice
3. Sacrifice
4. Eternal Life
5. The Preeminence of Buddha
6. God’s grace verses Merit.
7. Sin verses Crime
8. Creation

1. Heaven. “Why do you want me to go to Heaven?”

In the early 1800s Adoniram Judson translated the concept of Heaven into 
Burmese as sky. Judson’s method of translation can be described as a wood-
en literal translation and not so much a meaning based or dynamic equivalent 
translation.  Adoniram’s wife, Ann Judson, translated Heaven into the first Thai 
version of Matthew as Sawan. In Buddhism, Satan and other demons1 resides 
above the sky. The sky is at the top of our world, Manussa level and thou-
sands of demons live in the 6 levels above this world (See diagram on p. 5).2 
Buddhists translate these 6 levels the higher abodes.3 These higher abodes 
are filled with Buddhists angels, demons and other creatures who
often commit sins. According to Buddhism if a person arrives to these higher 
abodes and then commit sin then they will fall down the 31 levels of existence. 
King Lithai summarized the 31 levels in the Thai Buddhist commentary Trai-
phum, as the Three realms.4 When Christians say that Jesus is the way to the 
sky or a higher abode, Buddhists tend to think that Jesus is still caught up in 
the cycle of reincarnation. The main meaning that our Buddhist friends need to 
understand is that Jesus came from a place of no sin and no suffering and He 
promises to take His disciples to this same place.
In Buddhism there are 40 words to describe this place.

2. God’s Wrath and Justice. “Why does your God get so angry?”

When Buddhists hear how God killed the Egyptians in the Red Sea and how 
He killed Anaias and Sapphira in Acts 5, they are repulsed. Since a very young 
age Buddhists are taught “Do not kill.”

8 barriers
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Many monks teach that it is even wrong to kill insects and fish, however all 
Buddhists do this all the time and it leads to tremendous guilt. Christians 
should be aware of this
barrier in order to find the appropriate bridges. Different barriers call for differ-
ent bridges. It may be advisable to say that the evil Egyptians chased God’s 
children into the Red Sea and then the water killed them.6 We can let new 
believers understand God’s wrath after they understand His Magnificent love.

3. Sacrifice. 

“Why does your Bible talk about killing animals? Does your God drink blood?” 
A Buddhist man once asked me, “Why did your God die such a terrible death 
on the cross? Was it because of his sin in his previous life?”7 In Buddhism 
if bad things happen to you it is because you have committed sin. We need 
to explain through the gospel story that Christ was sinless. Christians should 
be encouraged to say that Jesus gave His “Life Offering” on the cross for our 
sins. Conscuently priest was translated as Yet braw heet is means one who 
offers blood to the spirits.
All Burmese Buddhists know the story of the Rabbit King. Buddha was once 
incarnated as a rabbit and Thagyamin came to test him. Thagyamin was dis-
guised as a Holy saint, Arahant. 8 The Rabbit saw that this Arahant was about 
to die from starvation. Seeing his suffering the Rabbit prepared a fire and was 
just about to cook himself when Thagyamin revealed his true identity.9 Jesus 
gave his Life Offering on the cross for the
sin of the whole world.

4. Eternal Life. “Why do I have to be born again?”

Buddhists want to be set free from the endless cycle of sin and suffering called
reincarnation, samsara in Pali. Christians meet this barrier when they offer 
Jesus as the way to Eternal Life. Eternal life means eternal suffering and sin to 
a Buddhist. Most westerners are erroneously taught through the media that re-
incarnation is good because we get another chance.10 This is totally contrary 
to Orthodox (Theravada) Buddhism. Buddhists are slaves to religion because 
they want to get out of
reincarnation.11 Jesus is the God of Freedom. He is Freedom from Reincar-
nation. We waste time trying to argue Buddhists that reincarnation isn’t logical. 
It may take years of discipleship for new Buddhist Background Believers to 
understand that reincarnation doesn’t exist.
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5. The Preeminence of Buddha.
 “Didn’t Buddha come before Jesus?”
Christ claimed several times that He existed before the world was created. 
He also is the creator of the Golden City. He said, “before Abraham was, I 
am (I existed) “ The prophet Daniel was thrown into the lions’ den at the time 
Gotoma was born. When the King of Persia saw how Daniel’s God save him 
from the hungry lions he made a decree. “Every ethnic people in my kingdom 
must worship the God of Israel. Dan. 6:24-28. The Persian kingdom stretched 
from North Africa all the way to the borders of Myanmar 600 years before 
Christ came.12 For 600 years before Christ came all of Asia learned, “Don’t 
murder, don’t steal, don’t commit adultery.” God told Israel through Daniel that 
they must obey His commands and that just before the world ends in fire the 
Savior of the world would come. This is the message that Daniel preached 
just up the southern Silk Road from Prince Gotama. It is highly probable that 
Prince Gotama preached what he learned from Daniel. Gotoma proclaimed, 
“Don’t kill, Don’t steal, Don’t commit adultery.” He also told all his disciples that 
just before the world ended with fire the Savior, Mettreya will come. Therefore 
Buddha learned the truths of God and His coming Savior through the Persian 
King and Prophet Daniel in 544 BC

6. God’s grace verses Merit. “Why is salvation free?”
When Buddhists hear Christians say that Salvation is free of charge they are 
repulsed. They exclaim, “It can’t be that easy! We have to suffer a lot and pay 
a lot of money to earn our merit.” Christians can emphasize the tremendous 
sufferings that our Savior endured to earn our Salvation. Our salvation was not 
free. It was so costly and that Christ prayed, “Lord if it is possible let this cup 
pass from me.”

7. Sin verses Crime. “Why do you ask me if I have committed a crime?”
Sin is often described to Buddhists as aphyit in Burmese and pid in Thai. This 
term is used when describing the actions of criminals. Buddhist claim that only 
criminals have a phyit, however they readily admit that even the most holy 
man has committed kelisa (evil desire) in his heart.14 loba, dosa, moha are 
the first 3 of the ten fires of kelisa. Gotoma described these evil desires as a 
black fire burning in the heart of all people. Jesus describes sin as the same 
way in Matthew 5-7.

8. Creation. “Why did God create suffering?”
It can be summarized into three categories, Arupa loka, Rupa loka, and Kama 
loka Christ came down from Nibban to our world. He sets us from the cycle of 
sin and suffering and takes us to his City of No Sin and No Suffering.
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what do you have to avoid when talking to a bhuddist on 
outreach? Explain why for each point.

  1

  2

  3

  4

  5
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God Creates the Universe

In the beginning, God created the heaven and the earth.
The earth was lifeless, empty, without shape, and darkness was everywhere. Then
the Spirit of God moved across the vast emptiness. He said, “Let there be light.”
Suddenly light shone around the entire sphere of the earth! God looked at the light, and
said, “That's good.”
He then divided the light from the darkness. He looked at the light and said, “I'll call you
Day.” Turning to the darkness, He said, “And I'll call you Night.” So, with the Day and
Night, that was the first day.
On the second day, God looked at the waters and said, “Be divided!”
Immediately, the waters started to separate. Some went up and the rest stayed down. God
looked at the waters that were above, and He looked at the waters that were beneath. He
then looked at the space that was in between the two. He said, “I'll call you Sky.”
On the third day, God focused on the waters that were below the sky. He said, “Be
gathered together into seas, rivers and lakes. Let dry land appear.” Suddenly land rose up
from the waters. Rivers flowed across the land separating the hills and causing valleys.
Lakes and Seas were everywhere. God looked at the dry land and He looked at the Seas
... and said, “That’s good.”
Then He said to the land, “Bring forth vegetation! Let there be grasses, herbs, vegetables,
shrubs, and trees. All of them are to have seeds in them, so that life may continue on.”
Immediately plants started growing all over the earth. They would become grasses,
flowers, shrubs, and vegetables. Some would become trees of many different kinds. Some
would become big and tall, while other would remain very small. Some of the trees
would produce different kinds of fruit that would be good for food. All this vegetation
grew from that day forward, and it all had seeds so life could continue on.
On the fourth day, God looked into the heavens. He said, “Let there be lights in the
heavens – a greater light to rule over the day, and a smaller light will dominate the night.

an oureach resource that works

Create children colouring books for outreach. 
The following book is an example to show teams how easy but how powerful bible stories 
on outreach can be.

1.  Do research and draw the Bible stories in a cultural relevant way.
2.  It is easy and very cheap in most 3rd world nations to make photo copies of books.
3.  As you tell the stories, have the children colour it in. Ask people to post you crayons   
     before you go on oureach. Most people respond to this simple request. 
4. You will find that the children take these books home, and then parents come and ask
    the long term workers “What are these stories about?”
5. When you leave, the gospel can keep spreading in this way.
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They’ll divide the day and the night, and be for signs and seasons, days and years.”
Immediately the sun started moving across the sky, giving light to the earth, and warmth
that encouraged the plants. The moon and stars filled the night with splendor and
brilliance. God looked at the sun, and He looked at the moon, and stars, and He said,
“That’s good.”
On the fifth day, God looked at the sky and the waters that were below it. He said,
“Bring forth life! Let there be birds in the skies, and fish and sea creatures in the seas.”
Immediately sea creatures started moving in the seas, lakes, and rivers. Some of them
were large and others were very small. There were fish of all deferent sizes, shapes, and
colors.
Birds appeared in the skies. Some flew high up on the air, while others stayed close to the
ground. They had different shapes, color, and sound.
God looked at the birds. He looked at the fish, and sea creatures, and He said, “That’s
good.” And He blessed them and told them to multiply and fill the seas and fill the skies.” On the 
sixth day, God said to the earth, “Bring forth living creatures. Let there be reptiles, insects, wild 
animals and others that could be tamed.” Immediately, animals started walking across the earth. 
Some were huge, and others were very small. God looked at them and said, “That’s good.”
Then God said, “Let’s make people. Let’s make them to be like us. They’ll rule over the
fish of the sea, birds of the air, and the animals that move across the land.” So God made a man 
and a woman and He blessed them and told them to multiply and fill the earth with people. He told 
them to rule over all He had made. He then gave them fruit, grains, vegetables, and green plants 
to eat. This was also the food for animals. ” Then God looked at all he had made. And He said, 
“It is all very, very good!” On the seventh day, God rested from all that He had done. He blessed 
the seventh day and make it special.” So, this is how God created the heavens and the earth, and 
brought forth life in the very first week.

by Jay P, the Major and 
were drawn by Saya 

Sithu.
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God Creates Man and Woman

Imagine the earth when it was new – before the plants had come up. In those days, God hadn’t 
yet allowed it to rain on the earth, but caused a mist to come each day to water all the land. 
During this time, God took some soil and shaped the first man. He breathed into his nostrils, and 
Adam was alive. Now God had planted a garden in a place called Eden. It had every kind of tree, 
and there
was a river that flowed out from the garden. In the garden, there were two special trees – one was 
called The Tree of Life and the other was called The Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.
God told Adam take care of the garden. He said, “You may eat from every tree except the
one in the middle, The Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. You are not to eat from that
tree. If you eat from it, you will die!” God said, “It’s not good that man is alone. I’ll make a helper 
that’s just right for him.” He then brought all the animals to Adam and told him to name them. So 
he named all the animals, and whatever he named them, that was their name. As Adam was nam-
ing each one, he noticed that the animals all came in pairs, male and female. Yet, as he looked 
around, he noticed that there wasn’t a female for him.

God said that it is not good that man should be alone. So God caused a deep sleep to come down 
over Adam, and he slept deep and long. Then God opened up the flesh in Adam’s side and took a 
rib. Carefully he closed up the flesh. From that rib, God made a woman. When Adam awoke, God 
brought the woman to him. Adam said, “This is bone of my bone, and flesh of my flesh. She’ll be 
called woman, because she was taken out of man.” This is the reason a man leaves his parents 
and forms a relationship with his wife, and they become one flesh. Adam named his wife Eve, be-
cause she would become the mother of all people. God blessed Adam and Eve and commanded 
them to be fruitful, multiply and spread all over the entire world.
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The Origin of Suffering

God created Adam and Eve and provided all they needed in the Garden of Eden. Like the ani-
mals, they had no need of clothes, yet they were not ashamed. The snake was the cleverest of 
all the animals. One day he said to Eve, “Is it true God won’t let you eat from all the trees in the 
garden?” “Oh, we can eat from all the trees. That is, except for the one in the middle. God said 
that we aren’t to eat that fruit or even touch it. He says if we do, we will die.” “It’s not true! You 
won’t die. God told you that because He knows if you eat that fruit, you’d be like Him – knowing 
good, as well as evil.” The woman looked at the fruit. It was beautiful and looked delicious. She 
thought, “If I eat this fruit, it’ll make me wise.” So she took the fruit and ate it. She then gave some 
to Adam and he ate it as well. Suddenly they realized they were naked. Immediately they sewed 
some fig leaves together to cover their shame. As evening approached, they heard God walking in 
the garden. Suddenly, they realized that they were afraid of God, so they hid among the trees.
“Adam, where are you?” Adam knew he had to answer. He said, “Lord, I heard you walking in the 
garden, and I was afraid because I was naked. So, I hid.” “Who told you were naked? Did you eat 
from the tree from which I told you not to eat?”  “It was the woman you gave me. She gave me 
the fruit, and … yes, I ate it.” God turned to Eve, “Why did you do this?” “The snake! The snake 
tricked me into eating it!” God turned to the snake and said, “Because you have done this, you 
are cursed more than all the animals. From now on, you will move about on your belly. There’ll be 
hostility between you and the woman, and there’ll be a battle between your offspring and hers. 
He’ll crush your head, while you will only bruise his heel.” Looking back at the woman God said, 
“Your pain will be great when you give birth to children, and having babies will be associated with 
pain. You will want to control your husband, but from now on, men will dominate over you.” God 
said to Adam, “I made it very clear that you were not to eat from that tree. Because you have 
disobeyed, the ground will have suffering because of you. From now on, you’ll work for your food, 
and the ground will fight against you. It will sprout thorns and weeds. Hard work will mark your life 
until you return to the soil from which you came.”
God dressed the man and his wife in clothes made out of animal skins. He then sent them out of 
the garden, where they worked the soil for their food. God put a guard outside the garden. From 
that day on, people were separated from the Tree of Life.
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Adam and Eve’s children experience Suffering. The story of Cain and Abel

Adam and Eve had a son, and named him Cain. In time they had another son named Abel. Abel 
became a herdsman – working with animals – and Cain was a farmer, tilling the soil. One day, 
when it was time to worship God, Cain decided to bring fruits and vegetables, instead of a lamb. 
Abel also brought an gift, but it was the best lamb from his flock. The Lord was pleased with Abel’s 
gift, but He wasn’t happy with Cain’s gift for worship. Cain became jealous when he saw that God 
didn’t accept his gift. God said, “Cain, why are you angry? If you simply do what’s right, you’ll be 
accepted and happy. But if you don’t, sin (evil desire) is waiting for you. It is crouched by your 
door, ready to pounce and become your master. Instead, you’re to take control of it!” A few days 
later, Cain and Abel were out in a field talking about this situation. Cain turned and attacked his 
brother and killed him. Later that day, God asked Cain, “Where’s your brother?” “I don’t know! Am 
I supposed to watch over him all the time?” “Oh Cain, what have you done? Listen! Your brother’s 
blood is crying to me from the soil. You’ve loved this ground, but from now on it will suffer because 
it contains your brother’s blood. You will continue to work the field, but it’ll no longer respond to 
you and give you its best. You’ll become a restless wanderer.” Cain fell down and cried out. “Oh 
God, your punishment is too severe! You’re taking away my land and your presence! I’ll be direc-
tionless and separated from everyone else. Eventually they will hunt me down and kill me.”
So God put a mark on Cain and said, “Anyone who kills Cain will suffer for it seven times over!”
With that, Cain went away from the presence of the Lord.
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The Flood

In the course of time, people became extremely wicked. All of their thoughts and
actions were evil. Yet, a man named Noah was righteous and walked with God. The Lord said to 
him, “The Earth will be destroyed with a flood because the people are wicked. Therefore, I’m
making an agreement with you to preserve life on the earth. Build an ark. I’ll give you exact dimen-
sions I want you to use. After you’re done, a flood cover the highest
mountain and all of the people and animals on the earth and will die. You and your family will be 
saved, as well as the animals you take with you.” God gave him the dimensions and building in-
structions, and Noah did exactly as God said. Noah warned the people for 120 years that the flood 
was coming but only his family, 8 people in all obeyed and were saved. He and his three sons built 
the ark. When it was done, God said, “Noah, go into the ark with your family. After seven days, 
water will fall upon the earth and every person and animal will be destroyed except those on this 
ark.” So Noah and his wife, his sons and their wives moved into the ark. Once they were there,
animals and birds started coming in pairs, male and female. There were seven pairs of clean 
animals, seven pairs of birds, and only one pair of all the rest. When Noah finally had every kind 
of animal and bird, God closed the door. On the seventh day, the waters that were above the sky 
started falling to the earth. At the same time, the earth erupted, sending fountains of water shoot-
ing up from beneath the ground. Waters flowed down the hills and filled the valleys. Eventually 
it covered the entire earth. All the people and animals living on the land were destroyed. Those 
same waters lifted Noah’s ark above the destruction. The people, animals, and birds that were in 
the ark were safe while the whole earth was being destroyed. This great flood of water lasted forty 
days and covered the entire world. And then, it stopped. Noah’s ark floated on the water for 110 
days after it stopped raining. The water flowed down to form oceans, seas, and lakes. There were 
also winds that moved across the earth to dry it off.
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The ark landed on a mountain called Ararat. Noah waited for another four months and
then opened the window to see what was on the earth. He sent out a raven, but it never came 
back. Next he sent out a dove, which flew around but couldn’t find a place to nest. Soon it re-
turned to the ark and Noah took it in. After seven days, he sent out the dove again. It came back 
that night with an olive leaf in its beak. Noah then knew that plants were growing once again. He 
waited seven more days and sent out the dove a third time. It didn’t come back. A month later, 
Noah opened the door on the ark and saw that the earth was dry. God blessed Noah’s family and 
said, “I am blessing you. Your family and the animals may leave the ark. You’re to multiply and 
repopulate the earth.” Once they were out of the ark, Noah built an altar so they could worship 
God. The Lord smelled the gift and said, God said to Noah and his sons, “Look into the clouds 
and see the rainbow. This is my promise to you. When I look at it and when you look at it, we will 
remember this promise. Water will never again destroy the entire earth.”

God Separates the Nations

Noah's three sons had large families, with many children and grandchildren. A man named Nimrod 
became the first king and his kingdom was called Babylon. The people of Babylon realized that 
their potential was greater if they stayed together, and not go throughout the world like God had
said. So they built a tower that went high into the sky – high enough so everyone could see it. 
They said to themselves, we will make ourselves a tower and make ourselves famous." God 
looked at the tower and said, “The people are disobeying my command. If they stay together then 
their pride will increase. I will confuse their language.” Suddenly the people couldn’t understand 
one another because they spoke many deferent languages. They became confused and didn't 
know what was happening to them. Immediately, the work on the tower stopped. They formed 
seventy different nations according to their language and they finally moved to other parts of the 
world as God had previously told them to do. The tower became known as the tower of confusion, 
or the Tower of Babel. The oldest son of Noah was Shem. One of his descendants was a man 
named Peleg. His name means division, because at the time of his birth, the earth divided. His 
great, great, great grandson was Abraham. God’s Covenant with Abram



113

When Abram was 75 years old, the LORD said, “Abram, I want you to leave your family and coun-
try and go to a place I have selected for you. I’ll make you a nation and your name will be great. 
I’ll bless you, and I’ll also bless everyone else who blesses you. And I’ll curse anyone who curses 
you. All the families of the earth will be blessed because of you.”
So Abram and his wife Sarai started their journey following God. He took them to a place called 
Canaan and said, “I’m giving this land to you and your children.” Abram believed God, even 
though he didn’t have any children. He knew God would keep His promise. So he built an altar in 
the new land God had given him, and worshipped the Lord. God then told Abram about the future 
of his children. “They will leave this land and go down into Egypt for 400 years. At the end of the 
400 years I will then bring them back to this land through a Deliver who I will raise up.
Years went by and Abram prospered in the land. One night the Lord said, “I’m your shield and 
exceeding great reward.” Abram answered, “Lord God, I still don’t have a son, but I have a servant 
that is like a son to me. Let him inherit your promises to me.” “No!” God said, “You will have a 
son, and he’ll be your heir. Abram, look at the stars in the sky. Your descendants will be as hard to 
count as those stars.” This seemed impossible to Abram, but he believed God’s promise and God 
took record of his righteous faith! When Abram was 99 years old, the Lord said to him, “You’ll be 
the father of many nations, and some of your descendants will be kings! Therefore I’m changing 
your name to Abraham, the ‘father of many nations’. Your wife’s name will now be called Sarah.”
Abraham laughed and said, “How is it possible for a man who is 100 years old and a woman who 
is 90 years old to have a child?” God said, “Sarah will have a son and you’ll call his name Isaac. 
I’ll give my promises to him and his descendants, and I’ll be their God. And the whole earth will be 
blessed because of them.”
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God Provides a Life Offering
When Isaac was a young man, God came to Abraham and said, “Abraham, take Isaac, the son 
you love so dearly, and go to a place I’ll show you. There, I want you to give his life as a burnt of-
fering.” And so the next morning, Abraham got up early and cut wood for the offering. He saddled 
a donkey, took two servants, and started on the journey. Three days later, Abraham saw the place 
God had selected. He said to his servants, “Stay here. Isaac and I will go and worship the Lord. 
We’ll come back after we worship.” He told Isaac to carry the wood. Abraham took wood and a 
knife. Isaac looked around and asked: “Father, we have the wood and the fire, but where is the 
lamb for the Life Offering” Abraham looked at his son and finally said, “God will provide Himself an
offering for worship.” When they got to the place God had selected, Abraham built an altar and ar-
ranged the wood on top. Next, he tied up his son and put him on top of the wood. He then reached
for the knife to present his son as a Life Offering. Suddenly God said, “Abraham, Abraham! Don’t 
touch your son! 

Don’t do anything to him! For now I know you really my follower, since you were willing to give Me 
your son!” With that, Abraham looked up and saw a ram with his horns caught in a bush. He took 
the ram and used him as the life offering instead of his son. Abraham named the place “The Lord 
Will Provide”. Afterwards, God said to Abraham, “Because you have obeyed Me, I’ll bless you and 
your descendants. Look at the stars. I’ll make your descendants as hard to count as those stars. 
Look at the sand; your descendants will be as hard to count as the sand on the seashore.

On top of that, I’ll make them successful, even in the cities of their enemies! And the
whole earth will be blessed because of your children.”
Then Abraham and Isaac went back to where the servants were waiting, and together they
went home. 
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God told Abraham that his people would go down in Egypt for 400 years
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Moses Birth and Call

The descendants of Abraham were called Jews and Hebrews. The Jews traveled from Israel to 
Egypt where they stayed for 400 years just as God had told Abraham they would. Their population 
greatly increased during their 400 years in Egypt and Abraham's great grandson, Joseph even
became a prime minister under the Egyptian King. Eventually, a new King came to power who 
didn’t remember Abraham or his great grandson, Joseph and he made the Jews slaves. This 
King saw that the Jews numbers were growing, and their influence was becoming powerful so 
the King said order to drown every baby boy in the river. One Jewish mother decided to save her 
baby so she made a basket, put the child inside, and placed it in the river. Soon the Egyptian 
King's daughter came down to the river. She saw the basket floating among the reeds. When 
she opened the basket, the baby started to cry and she felt sorry for it. She said, “This must be 
one of the Jewish children” Then he became her son and she raised him in the royal palace. The 
Princess called him Moses (which means “pulled out”), When Moses was 40 years old, he killed 
an Egyptian who was beating a Jew. The Egyptian King found out about it, so Moses left Egypt 
and went to a country in the desert and became a shepherd. When Moses was 80 years old, 
he led his flock near a mountain. Suddenly he saw fire coming from a bush, but the bush wasn’t 
being burned. He went closer to see it. God called to him from out of the bush. “Moses, Moses.” 
He stepped back. “Yes, I’m here.” “Don’t come any closer. Take off your shoes. You’re standing on 
holy ground.” As Moses took off his sandals, God said, “I’m the God of your fathers – the
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” Moses covered his face because he was afraid to look at 
God. “My people are suffering in the land of Egypt. It’s time to deliver them out of their slavery. I’m 
going to use you to lead them back to the land of Abraham. Therefore, go back to Egypt and talk 
to the King. “Oh Lord, not me! I’m not the right person to lead the Israel out of Egypt.
I’m not able to talk to the Egyptian King.” God said, "Go to Egypt and bring my people back here 
to worship Me. The people will listen to you, but the Egyptian King will not listen. Therefore I
will show him my power, and finally he’ll let my people go.” Moses still hesitated. So God said to 
him, “What’s in your hand?” “Oh … it’s a shepherd’s staff.” “Throw it on the ground.” He threw it on 
the ground and it became a poisonous snake! Moses jumped back. Then God said, “Pick up the 
snake by the tail.” Moses grabbed the tail, and the snake once again became a shepherd’s staff.
God said, “Show the people this sign and they’ll believe you. I will use your brother Aaron to help 
you."  

God Gives Freedom to His People

Moses stood before the Egyptian King and asked him to allow the people of Israel to go into the 
desert and worship. The King asked for a sign, so Moses and his bother, Aaron threw his staff on 
the ground and it became a snake. The court magicians threw their sticks on the ground and they 
also turned into snakes. Suddenly Aaronʼs snake ate the rest of the snakes! Still, the King wouldnʼt 
listen to them. The next morning, Moses said to the King, “Because you refuse to free our
people, the waters of Egypt will turn to blood” Then all of the fish died and there was no clean 
water. But the King still refused to give them freedom to go worship their God in the countryside. 
Moses told the King, “Because of your stubbornness, frogs will infest your land.” But the King still 
refused to give the Jews freedom. Then Moses touched the dust and the dust became lice that 
infested the land except where the Jews lived. But the King still refused to give the Jews freedom. 
Then Moses touched the dust again and the dust became nats, But the King still refused to give 
the Jews freedom. Then came swarms of flies that covered Egypt, But the King still refused to 
give the Jews freedom. Then disease killed all of the livestock. But the King still refused to give 
freedom to the Jews. Then swarms of locust invaded Egypt and ate all the food, But the King still 
refused to give the Jews freedom. The Egyptians worshiped the sun so God caused the sun no 
longer to shine in Egypt, But the King still refused to give the Jews freedom. Then hail fell and 
beat down every plant and tree in Egypt except on the Jews. The King once again became angry. 
“Get out of here! Donʼt ever come back! Mark my word. Youʼll die if you ever see my face again!”
The Lord told Moses, “Iʼll bring one more plague upon the Egyptians, and then
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the King will let the people go. Heʼll insist that you leave!” “Give My people these instructions. 
Each family is to select a one-year-old male lamb with no defects. They are to prepare it and wipe 
its blood above the door and on the doorposts. The people are to stay inside their houses. They 
wonʼt be safe outside of their houses.” “Roast the meat of the lamb and eat it with your coats 
and sandals on, as if in a hurry. If itʼs too much for one family to eat it all, theyʼre to invite another 
family to join them.” “At midnight Death will go throughout the land of Egypt and kill the firstborn of 
every family – from the Egyptian Kingʼs house down to the lowest slave. But when blood is seen 
on your houses, Death will pass over you and wonʼt kill your firstborn.” The Jews did exactly as 
God instructed. That night, death moved across the land of Egypt and killed the firstborn of every 
household. There was loud crying and screaming in the night, because no house escaped thi  
judgment. Yet, Death passed over the houses of those who obeyed God’s instructions.
The Egyptian King called for Moses and Aaron, and yelled at them, “Go! Go! Take your people, 
take your flocks, and go.” There was great rejoicing among the Jews and many other enslaved 
peoples also were freed. God didnʼt lead them straight to Canaan along the most direct route, but 
took them out into the wilderness toward the Red Sea. He told Moses to have the people camp 
at a certain location next to the Sea. He said, “Iʼm going to make the Egyptian King stubborn one 
more time, and heʼll chase after you. After that, the Egyptians will know that I am Lord God.” Then 
the King changed his mind and ordered his army to chase God’s people. The people of Israel saw 
this and cried out to Moses. “Why have you brought us here to die? If we were still serving the 
Egyptians, they would let us live. But now, because of you, weʼre about to die.” Moses told the 
people, “Donʼt be afraid! Watch and see what God is about to do. Heʼll fight your battle for you. 
Look at the Egyptians! Youʼll never see them again after today.” God said to Moses, “Lift your 
shepherdʼs staff in to the air, and point your hand out over the sea. The people of Israel will be go-
ing to the other side – on dry ground.” Moses pointed his hand toward the sea. And when he did, 
God caused a strong wind to sweep back the waters, so they formed a wall on the right side and 
on the left. And then the wind blew on the path between the two walls for the rest of that day and 
into the night – until the ground became dry. That night, God told Moses and the Jews to cross 
over to the other side, using the path between the walls of water. The people moved across the 
sea throughout the night. Once they were across, God allowed the Egyptians to chase after them, 
using the same path. When they were in the middle of the sea, God caused them to be
totally confused, and their chariot wheels started to break. Suddenly, the Egyptian army saw their 
situation more clearly. They shouted, “Letʼs get away from these Jews! Their God is against us!” 
They turned and tried to run for safety. God said to Moses, “Point your hand out over the water.” 
So Moses pointed his hand toward the sea just as the sun was coming up. Suddenly the walls 
of water crashed together, covering the entire Egyptian army. Not one of them survived! As the 
sun rose that morning, dead bodies washed up on the shore. The Jews bowed their heads and 
worshipped their Lord.
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The Commands of God Bless the Nation

After Israel escaped Egypt God led the Jews to the mountain where He had appeared to Moses. 
Moses went up the mountain and God said, “Tell the people to spend three days cleansing their 
hearts and washing their clothes. Then I’ll come down on the mountain and talk to them.” So the 
people did as they were told. They washed their clothes and dedicated themselves
 o the Lord. On the third day, the mountain started burning with fire. The ground shook, and a 
cloud covered the entire mountain. There was thunder and lightning, and the people heard what 
sounded like trumpets that grew louder and louder. Then God said, “I am the Lord God who 
brought you out of Egypt with my mighty hand.

You’re not to worship other gods.
You’re not to make idols of any kind.
You’re to keep my name holy and don’t misuse it.
You’re not to work on the seventh day, but you’re to keep it holy.
You’re to honor your parents so that you will live long upon the land that I have promised to you..
You’re not to murder.
You’re not to commit adultery.
You’re not to steal.
You’re not to lie to your neighbor or about you’re neighbor.
You’re not to desire to have anything that belongs to your neighbor.”

Then God gave Israel a very serious warning. “If you obey My commands then you will be blessed 
more than all the nations around you, but if you do not obey all of my commands you will be taken 
captive into another country and they will rule over you. The people cried out to Moses, “Tell God 
to stop talking. If He keeps talking to us, We’ll die! Have him talk to you, and then you tell us what 
He says. We’ll listen to you.” Moses said, “Don’t be afraid. God wants you to be in awe of Him, so 
you won’t sin.”
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Then Moses went up the mountain to talk with God. God gave him detailed instructions on how 
the people were to live their lives and get along with one another. He set up a temporary system 
of Life Offerings for the forgiveness of sins. He also gave instructions on how to build the Golden 
Box of God, that will represent his presence among His people. Finally, God gave Moses two tab-
lets of stone with his laws written by the finger of God. These commandments were placed inside 
the Golden Box. Moses told Israel, “God has given me the exact instructions for
building his Temple so he can live among us.” The people built a temporary temple according to 
God’s instructions. Then a cloud came and hovered over it. As the people watched, the glory of 
the Lord filled the Temple. After Israel had conquered the home land that God had promised to 
them they would build a permanent temple that would be a place for God’s presence. God inten 
ed that Israel would be a missionary Nation. He told them that if they obeyed Him then they would 
be a light to all the nations. All of nations watched in awe at God’s power in the lives of the Jews. 
Israel wondered in the land between their Promised Land and Egypt for 40 years because God’s 
people did not obey his commands completely. God placed Israel in the cross roads of Asia, Africa 
and Europe. 

This country is at the center of the world because God Loves the entire world. 
All of this happened about 1,500 years before Christ’s birth 
(about 900 years before Gautama Buddha)
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King David's Victory

400 years after Moses had died (400 years before Gautama Buddha) Israel asked God for a king 
to rule over them just as all the other kingdoms around them had. God had promised the land of 
Israel to the Jews forever but the Jews were supposed to remove the other peoples around them. 
If they didn't then they would be tempted to worship the other gods and break God's command. 
The first king of Israel, Saul, did not obey all of the commands of God and drive out the
other nations. So God had a young boy from the village called Bethlehem near Jerusalem, secre 
ly anointed to take the place of King Saul. This boys name was David. The Spirit of God came on 
David when he was anointed to be the next King. Later on, David was taking care of his father's 
animals when his father told him to go take lunch and bring back news from his brothers who were 
fighting in the Israeli Army under the command of King Saul. When David arrived he heard a giant 
named Goliath shouting curses and mocking the God of Israel, David became furious. Goliath was 
a soldier in the army of the Philistines. He was 9 feet tall and he wore much armor. Goliath stood 
in a valley with both armies on either side. For 40 days Goliath shouted to Israel's Army, "Send me 
one of your bravest soldiers. If he can defeat me then we will become your subjects, but if I win 
then you will become our subjects." The entire Israel army and King Saul was greatly afraid and 
captured with fear. When David heard Goliath he became very angry and asked lots of questions 
about the situation. David asked, "What will be done for the man for defeats this Philistine and
removes this disgrace from Israel?" Who is this man that defies the Army of the Living God?"
He was told that King Saul will give great wealth to the man who defeats Goliath. In addition to this 
the King will give the princess to the soldier who is victorious. David's older brother heard David 
talking and scolded him for thinking that he could do anything about their shame. "You are foolish 
to think that you can do anything about this" King Saul overheard what David was asking and had 
him brought before him. David told Saul ,"don't worry your servant will fight against this unbeliev-
er." But Saul replied, "Your just a boy" Then David told king Saul about his victories over a lion and 
bear who were trying to kill his father's sheep. This unbeliever will be like the lion and the bear. 
The Lord who delivered me from the bear and the lion will give me victory." Saul was desperate 
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for someone to do something so he agreed and put his armor on David. However the armor was 
too heavy for such a small boy. David said "I cannot go in these because I am not used to them." 
Then David gathered 5 smooth stones from the stream and put them into his pouch. With his sling 
in his hand David approached the Philistine. Meanwhile Goliath saw David running towards him 
and he was very angry for it was only a young boy.

"Am I a dog that you come at me with sticks?" And the Philistines curse David by his God. David 
replied, "You come against me with a sword, a spear and with much armor, but I come against you 
in the Name of the God of Israel whom you have insulted. Today I will cut off your head Today I 
will give the bodies of the Philistine Army to the birds of the air and the beast of the Earth"
For all those here For the Battle is the Lords All those gathered here will know that there is a God 
in Israel. He will give all of you into our hand. Then the whole world will know that their is a God in 
Israel. David ran up to Goliath and launch his stone. The stone sank into the forehead of the giant 
and Goliath fell to the ground face forward. Then David took the giants sword and cut off his head 
and presented it to Saul. When the Philistines saw that their hero was dead they all ran and Israel 
rejoiced in the victory that God had given them.. After the death of Saul, David became King of 
Israel. He was only 30 years old and was the most famous of all of Israel's Kings.



122

Daniel

100 years before Guatama Buddha, God told Israel (through Jeremiah) that because of their dis-
obedience to His commands they would be taken captive into a distant country for 70 years. Near 
the end of the 70 years of captivity Darius was the king of Persia. The Persian Kingdom stretched 
from North Africa all the way to the borders of Myanmar. A Jew named, Daniel, rose to leadership 
in the Persian Kingdom. He was so skillful that the King planned to make Daniel the administer of 
the entire Kingdom. Some government officials became jealous of Daniel’s influence and looked 
for a way to trap Daniel, but they could find no corruption in Daniel. Then the officials said, “unless
we make him break the law of his God we will not be successful, we will never catch him in a 
crime.” Then the crooked officials came together and encouraged the King to make a decree that
no one in Persia could pray to any god for the next 30 days except to the King. They said, “If 
anyone disobeys this decree let them be thrown into the lion’s den. “ These government officials 
encouraged the King to publish his decree throughout the land so that it cannot be changed.
Then the corrupt officials spied on Daniel because they knew that he prayed, giving thanks to his 
God three times per day facing Jerusalem. The officials then reported to the King that Daniel had 
disobeyed the King’s decree. They said, “Didn’t you make this decree why then is Daniel breaking 
your law? Daniel pays no attention to your decree.
He still prays to his God three times a day” King Darius was greatly distressed because he was 
friends with Daniel. The King did everything he could to rescue Daniel, but the officials reminded 
the King that according to the law of the Persian no command of the King could be changed. So 
the police came and threw Daniel into the Lions’ den. Then the King said to his friend Daniel, “May 
the God who you serve continue to rescue you.” Then the den was sealed with the King’s ring. 
All that night The King could not sleep and tossed and turned on his bed. At dawn the King ran to 
the den and shouted to Daniel in an anguished voice, “Daniel, servant of the Living God, has your 
God whom you serve been able to saved you?” Daniel replied “Oh King live forever, My God has 
shut the mouths of the lions because I have lived innocent in His sight.” The king was overjoyed 
and he ordered that Daniel lifted from the den and
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no wound was found on him because he had trusted in his God. Then the king had the men who 
had falsely accused Daniel thrown into the lions den and the lions crushed all their bones even 
before their bodies touched the floor of the den. Then King Darius issued a decree to every ethnic 
group in his kingdom. “May you proper greatly. I issue a decree throughout my Kingdom that every 
people and language should worship and follow the God of Daniel. For Daniel’s God is the Living 
God and His Kingdom will never end. His Rule will never End He preforms signs in the Heavens 
and wonders on the Earth. He rescues and saves. He has rescued Daniel from the Lions. And 
Daniel proposed and was blessed by God during the reign of Darius and those king who followed 
him. King Darius’ decree was proclaimed across Asia. It is likely that the highly educated Prince 
Guatama (Buddha) heard about the Commands of God because he could read the Persian 
language. He also preached “Don’t murder, Don’t steal, Don’t lie etc...” God also told Daniel that 
the Messiah (Christ) would come and then the world would end with fire. It is possible that Prince 
Guatama also heard this information because he lived down the road from where Daniel lived. 
Guatama also taught that “Ari Mettreya” would come to save the world but then the world would 
end with fire

Daniel looked forwarded to the Messiah, we look back and look forward to His return.
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the challenge to your team: 
How will these pictures look like in the culture where you will be doing out-

reach. 

Can your team prepare these stories for YOUR audience? These pictures are 
for Myanmar / Burma. Hours of research have gone into these pictures.   You 
cannot use them in other countries.  Local people will not understand them. 

These pictures will hopefully INSPIRE YOU and your team, to produce some-
thing for and on your outreach, that will bless the people while you are there. 
It can also MULTIPLY while you are gone.

Let’s be strategic on outreach. 

New Testament Stories you can tell people on your outreach
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the challenge to your team: 

Take this set of stories and re-draw it for children 5 - 8. 
It does not have to be perfect.
What culture is it for?
How does animals, clouds, clothing, nature, food, homegroups etc look like 
for them?
What other questions can you ask the long term person on the field?
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Muslim outreach: 

Some tips to keep in mind when sharing with a muslim:

Don’t say “Christian home”.  Say “religious family”.

Don’t say “church”.  Say “religious meeting” or “spiritual meeting”.

Don’t say “Bible”.  Say “Holy Books” or “Heavenly Books”.

Don’t say “Jesus”.  Say “Isa Al-Maseeh, alay issalaam” or “Sayeedna Isa, alay 
issalaam”.

order this DVD for training createinternational.com

indigitube.tv - free evangelitic films for muslims
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Don’t say “pastor, preacher, etc.”  Say “shaykh” or “religious man”.

Don’t say “came to faith, accepted Jesus, etc.”  Say “began to walk on God’s 
straight path”.

Don’t say “gave my life to Jesus.”  Say “submitted to the one true God”.

Don’t say “Christian”.  Say “true believer”.

Say “Allah, 9azza wa jaal”.

Say “Allah, subhana wa ta9aala”.

Say “Rabb al-9alameen”.

Say “Alhamduleelah, rabb al-9alameen”. 

Don’t emphasize “sin and sinfulness”.  Emphasize “shame and shamefulness” 
or “unclean and uncleanness”.

Emphasize that it was Sayeedna Isa, alay issalaam, who made the way for 
forgiveness, for your shame to be taken away, and for you to be near to God.

Don’t use other language that is complicated or Christiany.  Simplify your ex-
pressions, so your friend will understand what you mean.

Don’t give the gory details your sinful past, especially when it comes to sexual 
sin.  These details are seldom shared openly in this culture, and it may be per-
ceived as very strange if you share them, and they are probably not necessary 
to make you point.  

Above all, emphasize the heart!  

Be real, open, and honest.  

Let the Holy Spirit speak through you.  Remember that He’s the one who will 
touch their hearts, not you.  You just need to be willing and bold.
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HOW TO GIVE AN M-FRIENDLY TESTIMONY
(inspired by Brian A., developed by Rachel Fields, revised October 2011)

A good testimony always mentions these 5 things:

1. SEPARATION:  
The state you were in before you came to faith – shameful and separated from 
God.  (Even if you weren’t committing horrible sins, you were still a sinner, 
separated from God.)

2. REALIZATION:  
The time (or period of time) when you realized you were full of shame and 
separated from God and when you realized you needed forgiveness to get to 
God.
ISA:  The fact that Isa-al-Maseeh, alay issalaam, provided the way of forgive-
ness and the way to God.

3. REPENTANCE:  
When you repented and chose to walk on God’s path.

4. RECONCILIATION:  
How you were forgiven and reconciled to God and how He has changed your 
life.

5. INVITATION:  
A question for your friend, inviting him or her to learn more about Isa-al-Ma-
seeh, alay issalaam, and the way of forgiveness he made, so that we can be 
close to God.



131

Brian’s Testimony

I grew up in a rural area in Canada. My parents were good, simple people. 
They professed belief in the one and only God and taught my brother, sister 
and I to believe in Him too. When I was young we had some holy books with 
stories from the lives of the prophets that I used to enjoy reading. 

The older I grew, the busier my father and family became with work. The truth 
is that although we said we believed in God, none of us had any time for Him 
and our hearts were far from Him. 

My older brother had become quite an angry person, often arguing with my 
parents and fighting with my sister and I. It seemed he was always bitter. One 
day a friend of his invited him to a special religious meeting. There he heard 
the Imam talk about Sayeedna Isa, alay issalaam, and the miracles He did 
and the path of love and forgiveness he called his disciples to walk on. That 
day my brother decided he too wanted to walk on God’s straight path. 

Instantly I noticed a big change in my brother’s life! He stopped fighting with 
my parents. He stopped beating me up! The way he talked to us all changed. 
This change really opened my eyes that God is real and powerful! So I began 
reading the Holy Books for myself. 

I read about how God created the world and everything in it. How over the 
years people often turned away from God’s path, but He would often send 
prophets to tell them to come back. I began to see that even though I was 
from a good family, I was not truly submitted to God. At times I feared that the 
judgment day had come and I didn’t think I would get to go to Paradise! Then I 
read that God had made a way for me to be forgiven and to come back to Him 
through Sayeedna Isa, alay issalaam. 

Over time, I too decided to follow God’s straight path. After some time my 
mother did also, then my father, and finally my sister! Now everyone in my 
family is a true believer, truly submitted to the one true God, and our life is 
very different than it was before. We really love each other and enjoy spend-
ing time together. We often pray together and have long talks about the good 
things God is teaching us and all that He’s doing in our lives. 

What about you?  Do you feel like you know the straight path to God?  Do you 
ever feel like you have shame in your heart that you don’t know how to get 
out?  What do you know about Sayeedna Isa, alay issalaam?  Would you like 
to know more?
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MUSLIMS ASK CHRISTIANS…

(Developed by Lynn Combs, modified by Rachel Fields)

“But in your hearts set Christ apart as holy and acknowledge Him as Lord. 
Always be ready to give a logical defense to anyone who asks you to account 
for the hope that is in you, but do it courteously and respectfully.”  I Peter 3:15

One of the simplest ways to become like our Muslim friends is to learn more 
about Al-Qur’an Al-Kariim.  If we can quote Qur’anic verses that support the 
truth and help our Muslim friend understand the truth – why would we not 
do it?!  A Muslim will never argue with the Qur’an.  We westerners think it’s 
great if we can relay concepts and ideas.  And that’s fine.  But Muslims value 
memorization.  If you can memorize and quote Al-Qur’an Al-Kariim, it carries 
weight with them and saves heaps of time.  Why spend 10 minutes explaining 
something if you can memorize the verse and quote it in 30 seconds.  Your 
point will be driven home instantly.  

The following are some ideas of how to answer typical Muslim questions 
or objections by giving a short explanation or by simply quoting a Qur’anic 
verse…

1) Why do you say Jesus is the Son of God?
Muslims assume that when we call Jesus the Son of God, that we believe that 
God came down and had sex with Mary to produce a physical son – Jesus. Of 
course this is blasphemous for them and for us. So, the first thing to explain to 
a Muslim is that we don’t believe God and Mary slept together.   

Our answer:  Well, certainly Marium did not have sex with God!  Absolutely 
not!  Haram!  People don’t call Isa, alay issalaam, the Son of God because of 
that. 

Secondly, Muslims believe in the Virgin Birth of Christ so this is a good oppor-
tunity to build common ground. 

Our answer continued:  In Surah 19:19-22 it says, “He said: I am only a mes-
senger of your Lord: That I will give you a pure boy. She said: When shall I 
have a boy and no mortal has yet touched me, nor have I been unchaste? He 
said: Even so; your Lord says: It is easy to Me: and that We make him a sign 
to men and a mercy from Us; and it is a matter which has been decreed. So 
she conceived him; then withdrew herself with him to a remote place.”
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And in Surah 66:12 it says, “And Marium, the daughter of Imran, who guarded 
her chastity, so We breathed into her of Our inspiration [our Spirit] and she 
accepted the truth of the words of her Lord and His books, and she was one of 
the obedient ones.” 

Our answer continued:  See, it’s written that Marium was a virgin, and that 
Isa, alay issalaam, came from the Spirit of God (ruuh allah).  You know how 
if someone comes from my class, I call him “ibn saafi”, or if someone comes 
from the desert, we call him, “ibn issahara”, or if he comes from Egypt, we 
might call him “ibn inneel”?  Well, since Isa, alay issalaam, had no earthly 
father and came directly from the Spirit of God, we call him “ibn allah”.  Does 
that make sense?  And we know because Isa is called the Son of God, that he 
has a very special relationship with God.  Very different than any other proph-
et.    

3) Jesus did not die on the cross. 
The Qur’an never says that Jesus didn’t die. Muslims use Surah 4:157 to say 
the Jews did not kill Isa.  “And their saying: Surely we have killed the Messiah, 
Isa son of Marium, the apostle of Allah; and they did not kill him nor did they 
crucify him, but it appeared to them so (like Isa) and most surely those who 
differ therein are only in a doubt about it; they have no knowledge respecting 
it, but only follow a conjecture, and they killed him not for sure.”  
Our answer:  This is true!  We know from the context of this verse that it’s 
talking about the Jews, and that’s right --  the Jews did not kill Isa.  In that pe-
riod of time, Jews were not allowed to put anyone to death, only the Romans 
were allowed to do that.   

Our answer continued:  But the Qur’an does say in 3 other places that Isa did 
die.  
Surit Al-Imraan 3:55 says, “And when Allah said: O Isa, I am going to termi-
nate the period of your stay on earth and cause you to ascend unto Me…” 
The word in Arabic for “terminate your period on earth” is: mutakwafiik, which 
literally means, cause you to die.  (present tense)
Surit Al-Maa’ida 5:117 says, “I did not say to them aught save what Thou didst 
enjoin me with; That serve Allah, my Lord and your Lord, and I was a witness 
of them so long as I was among them, but when Thou didst cause me to die, 
Thou wert the watcher over them, and Thou art witness of all things.”  (past 
tense)
Surit 19:33 says, “And peace on me on the day I was born, and on the day I 
die, and on the day I am raised to life.”  (future tense)

Our answer continued:  So you see, people say that Isa didn’t die, but they 
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don’t know what they’re talking about.  It’s clear from the heavenly books that 
Isa really did die.  It’s written that he died 3 times in the Qur’an and many, 
many times in the Injeel.

4) The Qur’an is the final revelation of God.  The true meaning of the Qur’an is 
in Arabic.

Our answer:  Surit Al-Ahqaaf 46:12 says, “And before it the Book of Musa was 
a guide and a mercy: and this is a Book verifying (it) in the Arabic language 
that is may warn those who are unjust and as good news for the doers of 
good.”

Our answer continued: Obviously we can only know the straight path (As-Sir-
aat Al-Mustaqiim) from the heavenly books (Al-Kutub As-Samawiiyi), and the 
Qur’an itself tell us that it is a special book in Arabic, meant to verify what is 
written in the other heavenly books (Al-Kutub As-Samawiiyi).  Do you read all 
the heavenly books – At-Tauraat, Az-Zabuur, and Al-Injeel?  Would you like to?  

If they tell you that the Qur’an can only be understood in Arabic…

Our answer: Thank God that He is good and He wants all people to under-
stand the truth.  Would God want to hide the truth from people?  No way!  It 
wouldn’t be fair if God only put His truth in one language so only some people 
could understand it.  That’s why we have the heavenly books in all the lan-
guages, so we can read them and understand what His truth is.  Al-hamdu-
leelah!

5) The Bible is corrupt – it’s been changed.
The simplest answer to this accusation is to ask them, ‘When was it changed, 
before the time of Muhammad or after?” If they say BEFORE Muhammad, 
then ask them why Muhammad insists that his followers read the Books that 
were before him; the Taurat (Torah), the Zabur (the psalms) and the Injiil (the 
gospels). 

“O you who believe! believe in Allah and His Messenger and the Book which 
He has revealed to His Messenger and the Book which He revealed before; 
and whoever disbelieves in Allah and His angels and His books and His mes-
sengers and the last day, he indeed strays off into a remote error.” – Surah 
4:136
“Say: We believe in Allah and what has been revealed to us, and what was 
revealed to Ibrahim an Ismail and Ishaq and Yacoub and the tribes, and what 
was given to Musa and Isa and to the prophets from their Lord; we do not 
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make any distinction between any of them, and to Him do we submit.” – Surah 
3:84
“Say: O followers of the Book! You follow no good till you keep up the Taurat 
and the Injiil and that which is revealed to you from your Lord.” – Surah 5:68
“And do not dispute with the followers of the Book except by that which is best, 
except those of them that act unjustly, and say: We believe in that which has 
been revealed to us and revealed to you, and our God and your God is One, 
and to Him do we submit.” – Surah 29:46

If they say that the Bible was changed AFTER the time of Muhammad, then 
simply point out to them that the Bible we have today is the same one that 
Muhammad had. It is taken from existing manuscripts from the 3rd and 4th 
centuries. The three main manuscripts that the Bible is based on are; The 
Codex Sinaiticus, now in the British Museum; The Codex Alexandrinus also 
in the British Museum and the Codex Vaticanus that is currently in the Vatican 
Library in Rome. So, the Bible as Muhammad knew it, is the same Bible we 
have today. And He encouraged us to read it. You can end this point with a 
quote from the Quran:

“And the word of your Lord has been accomplished truly and justly; there is 
none who can change His words, and He is the Hearing, the Knowing.” - 6:115 

Is God not powerful enough to protect His word from being altered? 

6) What do you think of Islam?
This is where I take the opportunity to explain or draw the “Kingdom Circles”. 
All of us are trying to enter the Kingdom of God. All of us were created by God 
and we want to return to Him when we die. The question is how? This will then 
open the conversation to talking about how we enter the Kingdom.

7) What do you think of the Prophet Muhammad?
We must be very careful here to not offend Muslims with our answer. The 
answer to this question could make or break your friendship. Muslims feel 
a strong obligation to protect the honor of the prophet. When Muslims ask 
this question, it is easy to point them straight back to the Quran. Let’s look at 
what Muhammad said about himself. In Surah 46:9 it says, “I am nothing new 
among the Prophets; what will happen to me and to my followers, I do not 
know; I am only a plain warner.”

According to the Camel Training Guide, there are a few points you can make 
from this verse:
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Muhammad says that he is not different from the Prophets before him, he is 
not the greatest.
He does not know where he or his followers are going after death.
He is only a warner.

By way of contrast you can show them what it says about Jesus and his 
followers in Surah 3:55, “And when Allah said: O Isa, I am going to terminate 
the period of your stay on earth and cause you to ascend unto Me and purify 
you of those who disbelieve and make those who follow you above those who 
disbelieve to the day of resurrection; then to Me shall be your return…”

Then take them to John 14:5-6, “Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we don’t know 
where you are going, so how can we know the way?’ Jesus answered, ‘I am 
the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me.”

8) Are you a Christian?
The first thing to know is that the word Christian brings up several things in the 
mind of a Muslim; immorality, Hollywood, the enemy (due to the Crusades)… 
so in answering this question – think outside the box. There are several ways 
to answer this:
You can ask him what he means by Christian… if he says anyone from the 
West… then that gives you a chance to share that you are not just Christian in 
name, but in heart. That you love God, that you pray, that you follow Isa ilmasi-
ih. 
You can say, I follow Sayeedna Isa, alay issalaam. Because Muslims know 
Jesus as Isa, this will put you closer to his world. Then you can ask him if he 
knows that the followers of Isa ilmasiih are called Muslims in the Quran in 
Surah 3:52. Take this opportunity to explain to him that you are submitted to 
God. Then turn this question to him – Are you a true Muslim? Often they are 
living under guilt of not living up to the “good Muslim standard” and this will 
open a conversation.

9) How can you have three gods?
Most of the time when a Muslim asks you this question – you need to ask a 
clarifying question. Ask him, what do you mean three gods? Who do you think 
we worship? Some will answer that they believe Christians worship the Trinity: 
God, Mary and Jesus. You can easily explain that we, as followers of Isa, wor-
ship One God. We don’t worship Mary.
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It might help here to understand a bit more of the Muslim perspective. This 
excerpt is taken from Muslim Apologetic Seminars, produced by Mission to 
Muslims, 

“Islam came into being in the 7th century as a reaction against polytheism. 
Thus the Muslim confession of faith begins with the words, ‘there is no God 
but Allah…”

Consequently, the Christian concept of the Trinity of God implies to the Muslim 
the pagan worship of several gods. This is blasphemy, the unforgivable sin 
called shirk. Most Muslims assume that Christians worship three gods; Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit. The standard text to which Muslims point to in the Quran 
on this subject is addressed to Christians, “O people of the Scripture! Do not 
exaggerate in your religion nor utter at all concerning Allah, save the truth. The 
Messiah Jesus, son of Mary, was only a messenger of Allah, and His Word 
which He conveyed to Mary, and a spirit from Him. So believe in Allah and His 
messengers, and say not “three” cease! It is better for you! Allah is only one 
God. Far is it removed from His transcendent majesty that He should have a 
son. His is all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth!.” – Surah 4:171

You can actually use this passage to explain the Trinity. Jesus is the only 
prophet in the Quran referred to as the Word of God. He is also referred to as 
a spirit from God. And the Holy Spirit is referred to in the Quran in Surah 2:87 
in connection with Jesus, “Such gave unto Jesus, Son of Mary, clear proofs of 
Allah’s sovereignty and we supported him with the Holy Spirit.”

Explain to the Muslim that we also believe that Jesus is the Word of God and 
that God has a Holy Spirit that He sends to support the prophets. I often use 
the sun as an example; the sun is one but it sends forth light and heat. The 
light is seen, even when the sun itself is hidden behind clouds. Jesus was the 
light of the Father sent to earth to illuminate our minds and hearts. The heat 
is like the Holy Spirit that God sends forth, we can’t see it, but it warms our 
hearts with truth. (Example of the hand underneath the napkin)

Conclusion:
Remember when using these answers that we are not trying to argue with our 
Muslim friends, we are simply trying to get them past their obstacles so that 
we can talk more to them about Jesus. Use these ideas to prepare yourself to 
give an answer to those who are truly seeking.
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what do you have to avoid when talking to a muslim on 
outreach? Explain why for each point.

  1

  2

  3

  4

  5
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Hindu outreach: 

What do Hindus believe? What is Hinduism?

Hinduism is the world’s third largest religion with over 900 million followers. 
This vast religious system includes over 80% of India’s population that prac-
tices some form of Hinduism. In the United States, there are over one million 
Hindus.

The origin of Hinduism can be traced back to the Indus valley civilization 
around 4000 to 2200 B.C. Much of its history is uncertain. However, it is clear 
that around 4,000 years ago a developed group of people lived in Northwest 
India. The major influences of Hinduism occurred when nomadic, Indo-Eu-
ropean tribes invaded Northern India (around 1500 B.C.) from Russia and 
Central Asia. They brought the religion of Vedism (an ancient religion that in-
cluded chanting and sacrifices). Their beliefs mixed with the local Indian native 
beliefs. Religious principles mixed, including the Hindu beliefs of reincarnation, 
multiple gods (polytheism), and the spiritual unity of humanity (monism or “one 
ultimate reality”).

Over time, this religious mix of ideas grew through written scriptures known 
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as the Vedas. Originally passed down orally, these ideas were written down 
between 1400 and 400 B.C. The Hindu scriptures are massive, and consist of:

The Veda: The oldest of the Hindu scriptures is the Veda, which literally means 
“wisdom” or “knowledge.” The Vedas contain hymns, prayers, and ritual texts. 
The four Vedas are the Rigveda, Samaveda, Yajuraveda, and the Artharvave-
da.

The Upanishads: The Upanishads are a collection of writings composed be-
tween 800-600 B.C. that marked a change to mystical ideas about humanity 
and the universe, particularly noticeable in the idea of the Brahman and the 
atman (the self or soul). The Upanishads came to have a great influence on 
Gautama Buddha, the founder of Buddhism.

The Ramayana: The Ramayana is one of the two major epic tales of India, the 
other being the Mahabharata. A sage-poet named Valmiki wrote the Ramaya-
na that consists of 24,000 couplets describing the life of Rama, a righteous 
king who was supposedly an incarnation of the God Vishnu.

The Mahabharata: The Mahabharata is the second epic. It is the story describ-
ing the deeds of the Aryan clans. It consists of some 100,000 verses com-
posed over an 800-year period beginning about 400 B.C. Contained within this 
work is a great classic, the Bhagavad Gita, or the “Song of the Blessed Lord.”

The Bhagavad Gita: The Bhagavad Gita is the most sacred of all Hindu books 
and is also the best known and the most read of all Indian works in the entire 
world. This is despite the fact it was added late to the Mahabharata sometime 
in the first century A.D. The story in the Bhagavad Gita describes man’s duty, 
which, if carried out, will bring nothing but sorrow. This story has had great 
impact on Hindu belief in its endorsement of bhakti, or devotion to a particular 
god, as a means of salvation.

Since Hinduism does not share a unified system of beliefs, all that can be 
done here is to identify its main concepts in comparison with the Bible.

God: In Hinduism, God (Brahman) is believed to be unknowable, the one 
impersonal, ultimate, spiritual reality. Hindus claim that there are 330 million 
gods. The Bible, in contrast, teaches there is one God in three persons—Fa-
ther, Son, and Spirit—who can be personally known. God is all-powerful and 
omnipresent, but is not monistic (God as everything).

Creation: Hindus accept various forms of pantheism and reject the Christian 
concept of creation where God is separate from his creation (Genesis 1:1). 
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According to Hinduism, Brahman alone exists; everything (the universe, 
earth, man, rocks, animals, fire, etc.) is ultimately an illusion (maya). Brahman 
caused the illusion of creation. There is no beginning or conclusion to creation, 
only endless repetitions or cycles of creation and destruction. History has no 
value since it is based on an illusion.

Humanity: The eternal soul (atman) of each human is supposedly a manifesta-
tion of Brahman mysteriously trapped in the physical body. A person must live 
repeated lives or reincarnations called Samsara before the soul can be liber-
ated (moksha) from the body. On the other hand, the Christian God says each 
person is important. God created all people, including you (Genesis 1:26-27), 
so you could freely choose to know and love Him (John 3:16; Ephesians 2:8-
10).

Sin and Salvation: Hindus have no concept of rebellion against a holy God. 
There is no clear plan of salvation in Hinduism. Moksha (freedom from infinite 
being and final self-realization of the truth) is the goal of existence. Yoga and 
meditation are taught by gurus (religious teachers) and are supposedly ways 
to attain moksha. Hindus hope and strive to eventually leave the cycle of rein-
carnation. In contrast, Christianity teaches that one’s personality, soul, body, 
and mind are important to God and unique. God desires to have a personal 
relationship with every person, not have people become a part of Him.

Jesus: Jesus is not seen as the Messiah, God’s Son, or as physically resur-
rected. He was simply a man who realized his divine nature. In contrast, the 
Bible presents Jesus as God’s perfect Son, holy, divine (second person of the 
Trinity), resurrected, and also fully human.

Hinduism stands in complete contrast with the Bible’s view on many of the key 
issues of life. Hinduism is not just another way to God; it is a completely op-
posing system of belief that promotes worship of a multitude of gods. Ultimate-
ly, the Bible compels Hindus to leave their beliefs and come to faith in Jesus 
as the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6) and calls Christians to share the 
message of Jesus with Hindus whenever possible (Matthew 28:18-20).
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Does the Bible say anything about karma?

Karma is the Hindu, Buddhist, Sikh, and Jainist belief that either through a dei-
ty or the laws of nature, good acts bring blessings and harmful acts bring curs-
es. It's a comforting, just thought that our choices control our destiny. Whether 
in this life or the ones previous, our actions have direct repercussions. No 
good fortune is capricious, and no tragedy is undeserved. The exact nature of 
karma differs depending on religion, but inherent in every idea of karma is the 
process of reincarnation wherein acts from a previous life can determine the 
situation of the next.

The Bible does not talk about karma in the eastern mysticism sense. There is 
no reincarnation in the Bible (Hebrews 9:27). But there is a sense in which our 
actions toward others affect our own lives. Those who seek trouble, usually 
find it (Job 4:8). They who live violently will be more likely to come to a violent 
end (Matthew 26:52). Luke 6:37-38 says:

Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be 
condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. 
Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into 
your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.

what do you have to avoid when talking to a hindu on 
outreach? Explain why for each point.
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Animism

What do Animists believe? What is Animism?

Animism is the belief that all things have a spirit or soul, including animals, 
plants, rivers, mountains, stars, the moon, and the sun. Each being is con-
sidered a spirit that can offer help or harm to humans. As such, spirits must 
either be worshiped or appeased. Animists offer sacrifices, prayers, dances, or 
other forms of devotions to these spirits in hopes of blessing upon areas of life 
(crops, health, fertility, etc.) or for protection from harm.

Animism has been practiced since ancient times and is often mentioned in 
the Bible. The Israelites, for example, were commanded to not follow the 
practices of the nations around them who followed other gods. The Egyptians 
who enslaved Israel prior to their wilderness journey followed many deities as 
animists. In Daniel, the people worshiped "the gods of gold and silver, bronze, 
iron, wood, and stone" (Daniel 5:4).

The New Testament also includes accounts of people who worshiped idols 
and other inanimate objects. In 1 Corinthians 8:4-6 the apostle Paul teaches, 
"Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that 'an idol has 
no real existence,' and that 'there is no God but one.' For although there may 
be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as indeed there are many 'gods' 
and many 'lords'—yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all 
things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are 
all things and through whom we exist." Though many offered food to inanimate 
objects as animists, Christians were to understand that these objects did not 
really have a spirit or exist as a god.

Today, Animism continues in most tribal religious movements, in Shinto, in 
eastern religions such as Buddhism and Hindusim, and in Pagan/Neopa-
gan movements. In addition to believing inanimate objects have spirits, many 
believe in revering the spirits of ancestors who have an influence on those 
who are living. This is a noted practice in Shinto and forms of Native American 
spirituality, among others.

It is important to note that not all religious scholars define Animism the same 
way. Some view Animism as a belief or practice while some classify Animism 
as its own religion. Since many religions practice Animism, it is generally bet-
ter to consider it a belief. 
In addition, most Animist cultures have an overall "religion" rather than under-
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standing itself an Animistic Religion.

In comparison with biblical Christianity, Animism is a false belief in gods who 
are not truly gods at all. Isaiah 45:5 teaches, "I am the Lord and there is no 
other, besides me there is no God." In the Bible, Animism is instead taught 
as a deception that leads people astray from the true and living God (1 Peter 
5:8).

www.compellingtruth.org/animism
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According to Merriam-Webster, a cult is simply a system of religious beliefs 
and ritual. In general, a cult is a group that claims to belong to a specific reli-
gion but misrepresents any core teaching that would prevent a believer from 
being saved according to that religion. In Christian terms, a cult is "a religious 
group that denies one or more of the fundamentals of biblical truth." Specifi-
cally, it is a group that claims to be Christian, but whose teaching, if believed, 
would prevent someone from having a saving relationship with Jesus Christ.

The core of the Christian salvation message is that Jesus Christ is both God 
and perfect man, that He died and rose again, and that His sacrifice is solely 
sufficient to pay for our sins and restore our relationship with God. If any group 
claims to be Christian but deviates from this message, they are a cult. While 
many Christian sects differ on minor matters, those who teach a different gos-
pel are not Christian. A Christian sect may believe that Christians are obligated 
to observe the Sabbath; a cult would teach that honoring the Sabbath is a 
requirement for salvation.

The two most common Christian cult teachings are that Jesus was not God 
and that salvation is not by faith alone. Both lead to the belief that Jesus' 
sacrifice was not sufficient to pay for our sins, and our effort is needed in the 
process of salvation, which is directly contrary to Scripture (Ephesians 2:8-9). 
The two most prominent churches who teach this are the Mormons and the 
Jehovah's Witnesses. Mormons teach that Jesus is not God, and that even 
God had to earn His position as Supreme Being. Jehovah's Witnesses believe 
Jesus is Michael the archangel. Both cults teach that salvation is the result of 
faith and those good works which are listed by their respective churches.

Cults are nearly as old as the church, itself. They're particularly dangerous 
because they may use the same language and claim to be Christian, but their 
teachings pull people away from God instead of drawing people toward Him. 
Their words sound right, their adherents are sincere, but their way leads to 
death (Galatians 1:6-9).

compellingtruth.org

What is the definition of a cult?  
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Anyone trained to recognize counterfeit money knows the best method is to be 
so familiar with the real thing that the inconsistencies of the fake are obvious. 
There are countless books and websites that claim to offer insight into the 
Bible, and countless religions that offer the "truth." For those of us who are 
resolved to believe God's Word, however, the Bible is the first and last au-
thority. Anyone who teaches differently—man or angel—is to be "accursed" 
(Galatians 1:8-9).

Knowing what the Bible says about some key topics is the best way to be able 
to recognize false teachers.

The nature of God. The Bible says there is one God (Deuteronomy 4:35), the 
Creator of the universe (Genesis 1). He is sovereign over the world (Isaiah 
46:10), He is intimately involved in our lives (Matthew 10:29-31), and He is 
comprised of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:16-17). He 
is spirit (John 4:24), and He is eternal (Psalm 90:2). False teachers, however, 
may claim God is only one of many, capricious, or completely disinterested 
gods. Some false teachers say God began as a human and worked His way 
up.

The nature of Jesus. According to the Bible, Jesus is man and God—God 
come down to be a man (John 1:14). He lived a perfect life (1 Peter 2:22) and 
agreed to take on the sin of the world so that mankind could be reconciled 
to God (John 14:6; 1 Peter 3:18). False teachers have different ideas. Many 
claim Jesus is merely a prophet or a good man. Others say He is Satan's 
brother. Most teach that Jesus is not God at all.

The nature of the Gospel. Where teachers may skirt around the truth about 
God and Jesus, what they preach about the gospel usually reveals whether 
they are false teachers. The "good news" of the gospel is that salvation is 
through faith Jesus alone and not through works of any kind (Ephesians 2:8-
9). Jesus died for our sins, and we choose whether to accept His gift (Romans 
10:9). False teachers add works in addition to Jesus' gift—baptism, praying, 
giving money, sacraments, or joining a specific church. Other false teachers 
abandon biblical teachings altogether and substitute a whole host of manmade 
requirements for attaining heaven, eternal life and/or acceptability to God.

The nature of humanity. The Bible says that because of Adam's sin, people 
are born sinful (Romans 5:12). We cannot seek God on our own (Romans 
3:11), although we can recognize His work in the world around us (Romans 

What is the definition of a cult?  What is the key to recognizing false teachers?
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1:18-20). Humanity's natural state is wicked (Jeremiah 17:9). We cannot be 
good enough to earn God's merit, let alone eternity in heaven (Romans 3:23, 
6:23). False teachers claim we are born as blank slates that merely learn sin 
from our environment. They also teach that, with hard work and clarity, we can 
save ourselves.

The nature of the saved. When we accept the true gospel, we are sealed 
forever as God's children (John 6:37-47), and our nature changes (Galatians 
5:22-23). The Holy Spirit comes inside us and influences our character (Ro-
mans 8:9-11). The true Christian nature is concerned for others over ourselves 
(Philippians 2:3), focused on God's work over personal gain (Matthew 6:33), 
and motivated by love and appreciation for God instead of fear or an attempt 
to earn grace (John 14:15). Of course, in this life, we will never match up to 
who we should be, but false teachers preach something completely different. 
Some claim the Christian life should be filled with health and material bless-
ings. Others say that if we do not work hard enough, God will abandon us.

The nature of eternity. The Bible says that our situation in eternity is based on 
our relationship to the gospel—if we accept the gospel, we will go to heaven 
(1 John 5:13); if not, we will spend eternity in hell (Matthew 25:41). Some false 
teachers say we must suffer for a little while to be cleansed from sin before 
we can enter heaven. Others say that unbelievers will not spend eternity in 
hell, but will simply cease to exist, or that hell is temporary, and, eventually, 
everyone will go to heaven. The Bible also teaches that heaven and hell are 
real, physical places, and we will experience them as physical people (1 Cor-
inthians 15:42-53). False teachers say that to be in communion with God is to 
be part of a spiritual force, joined with every other being in a single universal 
consciousness.

The apostles warn that during the end times, false teachers will become more 
and more common and we need to be prepared (2 Peter 3:3; Jude 17-18). 
False teachers will even deceive believers (Matthew 24:23-27). That doesn't 
mean we should go looking for false teaching. Part of "rightly handling the 
word of truth" (2 Timothy 2:15) is studying the truth—the Bible—and not ex-
changing it for a lie (Romans 1:25).

Is there a good way to evangelize to 
people in cults or false religions? 
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While every person and each religious movement is unique, there are many 
important principles that help us better share our faith with others.

First, we are called to pray for those who have yet to believe. Second Corin-
thians 4:4 says, "In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of 
the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of 
Christ, who is the image of God." We seek to help unbelievers "see" the truth 
and love of Jesus Christ by first asking God to open their eyes to Him. Apart 
from God's intervention in another person's life, our efforts will be ineffective in 
reaching others for Christ (John 16:7-11).

Second, we must be unashamed and unafraid to share our faith in Jesus 
Christ with others. First Peter 3:15 says, "…in your hearts honor Christ the 
Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks 
you for a reason for the hope that is in you…" Romans 1:16 teaches us to 
be unashamed, regardless of the other person's background, "For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone 
who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek."

Third, our lives must reflect the beliefs we share. First Peter 3:15-16 contin-
ues, "…yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so 
that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ 
may be put to shame." Jesus compared this to the way a city on a hill cannot 
be hidden and to the way a lamp in a room is seen by everyone in the room. 
He instructed, "In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they 
may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven" 
(Matthew 5:16).

Finally, we must be willing to suffer when others oppose our message, includ-
ing those from other religious backgrounds. Peter taught, "For it is better to 
suffer for doing good, if that should be God's will, than for doing evil" (1 Peter 
3:17). Jesus serves as our ultimate example for suffering for what is right. 
His teaching led to both suffering and death, giving His life for all who would 
believe in Him (John 3:16).

When sharing our faith with people involved in cults or in other religions, we 
may find it helpful to have somewhat of an understanding of what they 
believe. Satan often likes to distort the truth to lead people astray. We can see 
in other religions a hint of God's truth, but it is incomplete. Knowing where the 
pitfalls in a particular person's belief system lie may help us to better under-

Is there a good way to evangelize to 
people in cults or false religions? 
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stand that person and to know how to better share our faith with them. For 
instance, if a person already believes that God is creator, we may not need to 
share as much about our similar belief. However, if a person believes Jesus 
was nothing more than a prophet, we may wish to share how the fact that He 
is God makes a difference to us. In any type of evangelism, it is important to 
respect the person to whom we are speaking. Our God is loving; Jesus came 
in grace and truth (John 1:14), and our approach should be the same.

Judaism and Christianity share the same roots, with Judaism dating further 
back to the years before Christ. Both religions believe in God, and that He is 
who He says He is: omnipotent, omniscient, loving, just, and merciful. Both 
faiths also posit that God is the creator and sustainer of the universe. In addi-
tion, Judaism and Christianity share the same Scriptures with the exclusion of 
the New Testament, which Jews reject.

The religions diverge regarding the identity of Messiah. Whereas Christianity 
claims that Jesus Christ is Messiah, those who follow Judaism do not think 
that Jesus was the One God sent to redeem His people. However, they do 
trust in God’s promise to send the Messiah.

In addition, followers of Judaism do not believe that the promised Messiah will 
come to save the world from the burden of sin. Instead, they believe that the 
Messiah will be a man sent by God to restore the nation of Israel and bring 
peace to the world. This was, in fact, what the Jews in Jesus’ day expected 
of Jesus. When Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey just a week before 
His crucifixion, they hailed Him as a military hero who would save them from 
Roman occupation. When they quickly learned that Jesus was not going to 
do this, they turned against Him, calling Him a blasphemer who erroneously 
claimed to be one with God, and demanded His crucifixion.

Even after Jesus was raised from the dead and appeared to His followers, 
many Jews refused to believe in the resurection and claimed that Jesus’ disci-
ples had stolen His body as a way to deceive people into believing that Jesus 
had risen. Today, many Jews do acknowledge that Jesus was a great teacher 
and maybe even a prophet. But they hold to the belief that Jesus was nothing 
but a man, and certainly was not God Himself.

Christianity’s foundation is built upon the personhood, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. Christians believe that Jesus is one with God (John 1:1), and 
became man in order to restore the rift in God and man’s relationship that 

How are Christianity and Judaism different?
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occurred as a result of the fall (John 1:14). Christians rely on Jesus’ death and 
resurrection as the only payment for the sin that separates man from God, and 
believe that only faith in Christ and His work can cleanse us from our sin (John 
14:6).

In spite of the fact that Judaism does not accept the New Testament as 
God-inspired Scripture, there are many references to Jesus Christ in the Old 
Testament and a number of prophecies that He personally fulfilled. Isaiah 53, 
also called “The Suffering Servant,” is a perfect description of the person of 
Jesus as well as His trials and crucifixion. Psalm 22:14–18 also describes 
Jesus’ crucifixion in great detail: “I am poured out like water, and all my bones 
are out of joint; my heart is like wax; it is melted within my breast; my strength 
is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to my jaws; you lay me in the 
dust of death. For dogs encompass me; a company of evildoers encircles me; 
they have pierced my hands and feet—I can count all my bones—they stare 
and gloat over me; they divide my garments among them, and for my clothing 
they cast lots.”

It’s important to note that not all Jews reject the truth of Jesus. There are many 
Jews who put their faith in Christ—the “Messianic Jews.” In fact, the apos-
tle Paul himself was a devout Jew who persecuted those who preached the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. But after a vision of Jesus, He became a Christian and 
preached the crucifixion and resurrection to thousands of people, Jews and 
Gentiles alike.

Freemasonry, Eastern Star, and other similar fraternal organizations typically 
present themselves as helpful organizations to local communities. Further, 
faith in God seems to be encouraged. However, a closer investigation re-
veals that membership requires acceptance of the belief in the existence of a 
Supreme Being that includes the gods of Islam, Hinduism, or other religions. 
As such, a person who joins or is a member of these organizations accepts a 
belief in God that is directly opposed to the clear teachings of the Bible (Exo-
dus 20:3; Isaiah 43:10). Freemasonry refers to its god as the Great Architect 
of the Universe. In honoring this generic “Great Architect,” the person involved 
in Freemasonry does not worship the God of the Bible but another god.

Other areas of the Masonic Lodge tradition also stand in contrast with Chris-
tian teachings. For example:

Salvation: The Bible is clear that salvation is a free gift of faith received by 

What do Free Masons believe? What is Freemasonry?
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grace through faith, apart from works (Ephesians 2:8-9; John 3:16). Mason’s 
teach that a person can go to heaven as the result of a person’s good works. 
Of course, to encourage allegiance to any god other than the God of the Bible 
also reflects a belief that salvation can be found outside of Jesus. Yet Jesus 
claims to be the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6) and that there is no 
other name under heaven by which people must be saved (Acts 4:12).

The Bible: The books of the Bible are considered the inspired revelation of 
God to humans (2 Timothy 3:16-17). Jesus Himself referred to the existing 
Scriptures of His time as from God (Matthew 5:17-18). Mason teachings, in 
contrast, consider the Bible one of many sacred books (called Volumes of 
Sacred Law) that hold equal importance.

God: The Bible presents God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit as one God in 
three Persons. Besides Him there is no other god (Isaiah 43:10). In contrast, 
the Mason view of God is a god who is a general being inclusive of all deities. 
Called the “Nameless one of a hundred names,” this view of God represents a 
multi-god worldview incompatible with biblical Christianity. Further, in Masonic 
teachings Jesus is only one of many spiritual leaders rather than the only Son 
of God (John 3:16) and God in human form (John 1:14).

Masonic teachings deny and contradict the clear teachings of Scripture on 
numerous essential teachings. Masons also require people to engage in activi-
ties that the Bible condemns. As a result, a Christian who desires to live by the 
teachings of the Bible should not be a member of any society or organization 
connected with Freemasonry.

For more information - highly recommend Ex-Masons for Jesus.

The Mormon Church (also called the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints or the LDS Church) was founded less than 200 years ago by Joseph 
Smith. It began with an alleged vision he claimed to receive telling him all 
churches and creeds were an abomination and that he was to begin a new 
church. Through this and other “visions,” Smith’s theology developed into 
a movement that spread from the northeastern United States to Illinois and 
eventually to Salt Lake City, Utah, home of the current headquarters of the 
Mormon Church.

The Mormon Church has quickly grown in size and influence. It now reaches 
more than 200 nations and territories with millions of followers worldwide. 

what do mormons believe? 



153

Millions of copies of its key book, The Book of Mormon, are distributed each 
year in multiple languages. Mormons are found in all levels of society and are 
becoming more prominent in politics. In 2012, the Senate majority leader in 
the U.S. was a Mormon, as were two Presidential candidates.

While Mormonism shares some beliefs with traditional Christianity, its main 
teachings depart from biblical truth. For example, Mormonism rejects the idea 
of a Triune God. Why? Because LDS theology says Jesus was a created 
being, the result of a “heavenly father” and a “heavenly mother.” In addition, 
Mormon doctrine says that God has a physical body and was a man like any-
one else at one time. Further, the Mormon Church teaches eternal progres-
sion, through which a man can himself become a god, be “sealed” to a wife (or 
wives) in a “celestial marriage,” and produce spirit children to populate another 
planet. Mormonism is fundamentally a system of multiple gods, not a single, 
Triune God as held in biblical Christianity.

Salvation is also much different in Mormon teachings. The Bible presents sal-
vation as a free gift of God obtained by grace through faith. Human works do 
not contribute to our salvation (Ephesians 2:8-9). Mormon salvation includes 
both faith and a series of works. Eternal security (the belief that a person can-
not lose his or her salvation) is rejected, since Mormon salvation is based in 
large part on acts of obedience after an initial faith experience.

Mormons also view Scripture differently. Mormons accept the Bible as inspired 
(particularly the King James Version), yet they also claim that The Book of 
Mormon is the Word of God, along with other writings from early Mormonism 
such as The Pearl of Great Price and Doctrines and Covenants. These books 
redefine or contradict key biblical doctrines yet are considered authoritative by 
Mormons.

Finally, Mormonism teaches a view of heaven that differs from what the Bible 
presents. According to LDS theology, three eternal options exist: the celestial, 
telestial, and terrestrial kingdoms. Two are based on good works, with the top 
level (the celestial kingdom) reserved for the most faithful Mormons.

Despite the Mormon Church’s rapid growth and influential members, its beliefs 
are incompatible with historic biblical teaching. As we have seen, Mormon-
ism’s core beliefs are far afield of the orthodox Christian faith. The Mormon 
error affects their view of God, Jesus, salvation, Scripture, and the afterlife.
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The religious movement known today as the Jehovah’s Witnesses began 
in Pennsylvania in the 1870s as a Bible class led by Charles Taze Russell. 
Born on February 16, 1852, in Old Allegheny, Pennsylvania, Russell attended 
Allegheny City Congregational Church with his parents. In 1868, when chal-
lenged on his views of hell, Russell expressed doubts about eternal torment. 
The following year, he abandoned his church and the Bible.

In 1870, Russell attended a religious meeting led by a Second Adventist 
speaker named Jonas Wendall. Wendall taught that a person does not have 
a soul and that unbelievers are simply annihilated. This provided a resolve to 
Russell’s concerns regarding hell.

Two years later Russell organized a Bible class to promote his views. In 1877 
he met N. H. Barbour, a man who believed in the invisible return of Christ. 
Russell, claiming he had already come to this same conclusion, also began to 
promote this view. Russell published The Watch Tower and Herald of Christ’s 
Presence in 1879 and founded Zion’s Watch Tower Tract Society in 1884.

By 1888, Russell’s movement had grown to a leadership team of 50 people. 
Russell had published a series of books and was editing a growing magazine. 
In his writings Russell predicted that God’s judgment and the millennial age 
would occur by 1914. Because of this teaching, the Russellites were also 
called Millennial Dawnists. When the prophecies proved untrue, some Rus-
sellites left the fold. But because World War I began the same year, many 
thought Russell’s prediction was close enough and that the prophecy would 
soon be fulfilled.

In modern times, this growing religious movement, now called Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, has continued to expand nationally and internationally. Their head-
quarters in Brooklyn, New York, is called the Watchtower, and they have their 
own Bible translation called the New World Translation (NWT). In 2010, the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses’ official website claimed a worldwide membership of just 
over 7.5 million members.

What do Jehovah’s Witnesses believe? While there are some similarities to 
Christianity, the movement has distorted fundamental beliefs regarding many 
key biblical teachings. For example, Jehovah’s Witnesses believe Jesus was 
previously Michael the archangel, making Jesus a created being. As a result, 
Jehovah’s Witnesses reject the deity of Christ and the Christian belief in the 

What do the Jehovah’s Witnesses believe? 
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Trinity. Only Jehovah is considered God. Further, salvation comes through 
faith and a list of works dictated by the Watchtower. This clearly contradicts 
many Scriptures that declare salvation is by grace alone through faith alone 
apart from works (Ephesians 2:8-9).

Another key difference is the Jehovah’s Witness view of Scripture. The Bible is 
considered corrupt, except for the NWT. This version of the Bible has changed 
the name of God to “Jehovah” in hundreds of places in which the original text 
uses different names. Many other changes have been made, reflecting the 
particular theological beliefs of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Most notable is the NWT 
translation of John 1:1 that changes “the word was God” to “the word was a 
god” (italics added). Many Greek scholars insist that this is not an accurate 
reflection of the original language and is, in fact, a deliberate mistranslation. 
Many other passages in the NWT have caused scholars to question the integ-
rity of the translators.

Another area of difference concerns the afterlife. Jehovah’s Witnesses teach 
three realms in the afterlife. First, there are the 144,000 who are in the highest 
realm with God (Revelation 7:1-4). Faithful Jehovah’s Witnesses who do not 
make the 144,000 will be in the next level and are considered the “little flock” 
of Luke 12:32. Everyone else will be annihilated, meaning they cease to exist. 
These views are much different from the Bible’s presentation of heaven and 
hell as the only two destinations after death (Luke 16:19-31).

Jehovah’s Witnesses do not celebrate most holidays, do not vote or hold 
political office, do not participate in patriotic activities, and do not accept blood 
transfusions. These and other unique prohibitions have caused much contro-
versy throughout the movement’s history.

In summary, the Jehovah’s Witness movement is not a Christian denomina-
tion. Its core theological beliefs set it apart as a cult. Jehovah’s Witnesses’ 
views of God, Jesus, salvation, Scripture, and the afterlife are incompatible 
with biblical Christianity.
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The Baha'i religion began in the nineteenth century in Iran under the influence 
of its founder Sayid Ali Muhammad. On May 23, 1844, he declared himself the 
Bab ("Gate"), the eighth manifestation of God and the first since the Muslim 
prophet Muhammad.

Because of his claimed supremacy over the prophet Muhammad, the Muslims 
of his time persecuted Sayid and his followers. Sayid was executed in 1850, 
only six years after making his claims. Before his death, Sayid spoke of a 
future prophet through whom God would manifest himself. In 1863, one of his 
followers, Mirza Husayn Ali, claimed to be the fulfillment of Sayid's prophecy. 
He called himself Baha'u'llah ("the glory of God") and taught he was also the 
second coming of Jesus Christ, the promised Holy Spirit, the Day of God, the 
Maiytrea (from Buddhism), Krishna (from Hinduism), and the fulfillment of the 
coming prophet in Shia Islam.

Since Baha'u'llah's time, successors have come by appointment rather than 
through divine manifestation. He first designated his son Abbas Effendi as 
leader of the Baha'i faith. Later, the Universal House of Justice was founded 
as the governing body for the religion. This location, constructed in Haifa, 
Israel, continues to serve as the movement's headquarters and hosts a major 
annual conference in support of its beliefs.

What are the major beliefs of Baha'i? Their eleven key practices include:

1) Adoration of one God and the reconciliation of all major religions.
2) Appreciation of the diversity and morality of the human family and the 
elimination of all prejudice.
3) The establishment of world peace, equality of women and men, and 
universal education.
4) Cooperation between Science and Religion in the individual's search 
for truth.
To these may be added certain implicit beliefs and practices:
5) A Universal Auxillary Language.
6) Universal Weights and Measures.
7) God who is himself unknowable nevertheless reveals himself through 
manifestations.
8) These manifestations are a kind of progressive revelation.
9) No proselytizing (aggressive witnessing).
10) The study of different Scriptures besides simply Baha'i books.
11) Prayer and worship is obligatory and much of that according to specific 

The Baha’i faith — What is it?
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instructions.

The Baha'i Faith website claims more than five million members worldwide, 
including more than 169,000 in the United States. Baha'i literature has been 
translated into more than 800 languages and has been established in nearly 
every major country. While it is a relatively new religious movement, its quick 
growth has given it great influence in a short time.

How does Baha'i's teachings compare to biblical Christianity? As an inclusive 
religion, its views differ in many ways. Of primary importance is its view of 
God that does not include the teaching of God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Further, its view of salvation is inclusive, in direct contrast with the Bible that 
teaches Jesus as the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6) and the only way 
to the Father (Acts 4:12). Further, its view of the Bible is much different as it 
views the Bible as one of many holy writings rather than the Bible alone as 
inspired as sufficient for Christian living.

The Hare Krishnas (officially named the International Society for Krishna 
Consciousness or ISKCON) began in 1486 when founder Chaitanya Mahapra-
bhu taught that Krishna was the supreme lord over all gods. It was founded 
as ISKCON in New York City in 1966 to grow the practice of bhakti yoga. This 
movement taught that followers began a relationship or connection with Krish-
na by expressing allegiance through dancing and chanting. Since Krishna is 
considered a manifestation of Vishu, a Hindu deity, there is some overlap with 
Hinduism.

The goal of life for adherents of Hare Krishna is to exist in loving relationship 
with Krishna. Followers choose a guru who guides the follower to maturity. 
Followers often live in a communal setting with a guru whose teachings are 
closely studied and practiced. Many teachings follow those of the Bhagavad 
Gita, a holy book of Hinduism.

In the teaching of ISKCON, the four legs of dharma (teaching) include mercy 
(daya), self-control (tapas), truthfulness (satyam), and cleanliness (saucam). 
Four principles given by Swami Bhaktivedanta, a leader in ISKCON, include: 
1) no eating of meat or eggs, 2) no illicit sex (only within a marriage), 3) no 
gambling, and 4) no intoxication (alcohol, tobacco, drugs, or caffeine).

Because many of its teachings are Hindu, Hare Krishnas believe in karma, 
reincarnation, a different holy book, and no biblical view of sin or need of 

What do the Hare Krishnas believe? Who are the Hare Krishnas?
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salvation. As such, Hare Krishna teachings are incompatible with biblical 
Christianity. In the Bible, the Triune God of Father, Son, and Spirit is God, not 
Krishna. The human problem is one of sin that can only be changed through 
Jesus Christ (Romans 6:23). Salvation empowers a person for service in this 
life and offers eternity with God in the life to come (John 3:16).

Also concerning is the strict allegiance in the Hare Krishna movement with a 
guru. Many ex-members have expressed concerns over these arrangements. 
In addition, the many ethical or social teachings demanded of adherents leads 
to a life focused on self-denial and spiritual growth based on works rather than 
the grace of God. Instead, the Bible teaches that salvation is based on God’s 
grace through faith alone in Jesus Christ alone: “For by grace you have been 
saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not 
a result of works, so that no one may boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9). As Acts 4:12 
teaches, “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”

Rastafarianism, the Rastafari movement, or simply Rasta, is a spiritual move-
ment begun in Jamaica in the 1930s. Named for Haile Selassie I, Emperor of 
Ethiopia’s pre-regnal name, Ras Tafari, the movement is based mainly on the 
prophecies and ideology of Marcus Garvey, founder of the Universal Negro 
Improvement Association and an organizer of the black nationalist movement 
of the United States. Believing that blacks throughout the world should return 
to their land of origin, Marcus Garvey proclaimed, “Look to Africa where a 
black king shall be crowned, he shall be your Redeemer.” It is interesting to 
note that Garvey himself, though he is sometimes fashioned as a second John 
the Baptist, never held to or endorsed the Rastafari movement.

Soon after Garvey’s prophecy, Ras Tafari was crowned Haile Selassie I; and 
many in Jamaica and elsewhere who were influenced by Garvey took this to 
be the prophecy’s fulfillment. This occurrence was mixed with various ele-
ments from the Old and New Testaments, which Rastas accept for the most 
part, although they believe the Bible’s message has been corrupted. Today, 
Rastas believe that Haile Selassie I was Jesus incarnate, returned to earth 
in His second coming, that Africa is now the recipient of God’s promises to 
Israel, that the Old Testament dietary laws are to be followed today, and that 
the smoking of cannabis, i.e. marijuana or weed, is a sacred rite that brings a 
person closer to god and the truth. Many Rastas also believe that the require-
ments for those under a Nazarite vow in the Old Testament apply to them, and 
thus do not cut their hair. Instead they twist it into dreadlocks, earning them 
the term as a nick-name.

What is Rastafarianism / Rastafari / Rasta?
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Rastafari has transplanted the God of the Bible into its system, calling him 
“Jah,” based on the name used by the King James Version in Psalm 68, and 
his son “Yashew,” obviously a variation on the Hebrew word commonly trans-
lated Jesus, “Yeshua.” The movement is modalistic regarding the total Trinity, 
since they hold that the Holy Spirit is simply a form of Jah incarnated into his 
people. The fact that Haile Selassie I died in 1975 has caused some issues 
among Rastas. But they ultimately still hold that he is their god incarnate, that 
god cannot die, and that Ethiopia is the land to which they are called to return.

Rastas’ use of cannabis is also supported by their interpretation of many 
scriptures as they are translated by the King James Version, which uses the 
now less common term “herb” for green plants, and includes references to 
“leaves” that sound similar to current slang terms for the drug. These verses 
include: Genesis 1:11, 29; 3:18; Psalms 104:14; Proverbs 15:17; Revelation 
22:2. However, the Hebrew word translated in each of the Old Testament texts 
simply refers to herbage, grass, and green plants in general, not to any specif-
ic plant. The Greek word for “leaf” in Revelation 22:2 is similar in that it refers 
simply to a generic leaf of no specific plant.

Rastafari is a movement that does not present hope of eternal salvation, nor 
a true representation of God. Their interpretation of and value for the Bible 
is dubious and unfortunate at best. It is absolutely true that God loves and 
values the African peoples and those who were removed from their lands. The 
injustices and crimes committed against Africans were unconscionable, and 
the various troubles in Africa today are horribly difficult to deal with. It is only 
through an acceptance of Jesus’ salvation and the Holy Spirit’s work in our 
lives that we will be able to reach any level of peace and forgiveness among 
historically opposing groups. Once Jesus does return and establishes His 
rule over the whole earth, evil will be contained and true peace will exist. Until 
then, evil will continue to cause pain on earth, but Christians have a real hope 
that it will end. This is the hope offered to all people, including Africa and her 
peoples, and which God desperately desires her to accept.
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expectations: Fruitful Outreach by DTS Centre

A DTS outreach can and should be:  www.ywamdtscentre.com

• Spirit-led
• Evangelistic - sharing the gospel
• Compassionate in loving our neighbor
• Positive
• Fruitful
• Experiencing the power of God to make a difference
• Challenging
• Faith stretching
• Full of passion
• Partnering with and strengthening local evangelistic outreach 
  where possible
• Preparation for outreach as a lifestyle

A. Outreach Location

1. The outreach location should be identified through a process of 
     hearing God’s voice. 
2. There should be a qualified leader with vision and faith to lead the 
     team to this location.
3.  Both DTS and base leadership should be included in determining 
     the outreach location.
4. Contact should be made and input sought from appropriate 
    YWAM leadership connected to the outreach location.
5. The outreach location should provide an ongoing opportunity for 
     every team member to  meaningfully communicate the gospel and to  
     move people towards a commitment to following Jesus.
6. The outreach location should provide diverse opportunities for 
     ministry such as mercy ministry, community development, etc.
7. The outreach location should present a positive experience where 
     team members engage in ministry with people from a culture 
     different from their own.
8. The outreach location should offer an experience in which 
     students see fruit and are provided with a taste of missions that 
     encourages future missions involvement.
9. If an outreach location is identified as “high risk” 
     (for example, location presents a health threat or is experiencing war or 
     rebel activity), a lower risk option should be made available where 
      possible.
10. If a student is unable to go to a designated outreach location due to 
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factors outside his or her control (e.g. visas, health issues, etc) a suitable 
outreach alternative must be provided.

B. Outreach Leadership

The following is a description of the attitudes and abilities needed in an out-
reach leader or  outreach leadership team. However, should the leadership 
lack ability in a certain area it is sufficient that they be able to draw out those 
abilities from other team mebers (students).

Outreach Leadership should

1. Have a passion for God.
2. Have vision and an expectation for God to work in and through the team.
3. Have a passion for the lost, be able to share their faith in both word and  
    deed with others and lead people to Jesus.
4. Be a good communicator, partner and networker to both YWAM and 
    the Body of Christ in the outreach location. 
5. Have faith that people will come to Jesus and be able to 
     impart that to their team.
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6. know what a DTS is - the vision, values and ethos.
7. be living the YWAM values.
8. be staff of the DTS, a student in the DTS or a YWAMer who has had 
significant interaction with the outreach team members in the context of the 
DTS lecture phase.
9. be able to hear God’s voice.
10. have no major character flaw that is likely to damage people and/or the 
ministry.
11. be a learner and teachable.
12. be a good financial steward (e.g. trustworthy, demonstrates financial 
transparency, handles money appropriately and with wisdom, etc).
13. be able to inspire, motivate and challenge people in the context of the 
outreach.
14. be able to release every team member into ministry and team functions 
regardless of their gender, culture, language, nationality and church back-
ground.
15. have a passion for the Word and an ability to apply it personally as well as 
help others apply it.
16. have a lifestyle of intercession and worship with a commitment to see 
both expressed in the outreach.
17. be able to discern what the Holy Spirit is doing and be able to integrate it 
into team and ministry situations.
18. be able to continue the discipleship process, putting into practice the 
principles learned in the lecture phase.
19. be able to ask questions, listen and give appropriate input and feedback, 
in a one on one context.
20. be able to understand and put into practice principles of conflict 
resolution. 
21. be able to think and act quickly in a crisis.
22. demonstrate servant leadership.
23. be trained to fulfill their role.

C. Team Formation

1. A DTS outreach must be conducted in the context of a team 
(three or more people).
2. Students should be provided with all known information about the outreach 
option or options (e.g. location, costs, ministry opportunities, leader, etc) as 
early as possible. Potential range of outreach costs should be communicated 
before the DTS begins.
3. In the case of multiple outreach locations, students should be given ade-
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quate information about how the decision will be made to determine which 
outreach team they will be on. Students should be included in this decision 
making process.
4. Once students have been provided with relevant outreach information (see 
point #2), adequate time and support to process should be given as they 
listen to God about which outreach team to join.
5. The student’s first choice should be honoured when possible. If it is not 
possible, the reasons should be explained to the student in such a way that 
affirms his or her ability to hear God.
6. The DTS staff should make the final decision regarding placing students in 
teams.
7. The DTS leadership should confirm student choices as they build appro-
priate teams. Size, gender, complementary gifts, maturity levels and cultural 
makeup of the team vaccinations, visas, travel arrangements, etc) and to 
communicate home about the outreach and gather outreach fees.
should be considered.
8. Outreach teams should be formed with adequate time to prepare for the 
outreach (e.g. vision building, strategizing, evangelistic tool development, 
practical organization of vaccinations, visas, travel arrangements, etc) and to 
communicate home about the outreach and gather outreach fees.

READ MORE ONLINE ywamdtscentre.com

D. Preparing Teams for Outreach - 
E. Designing a Full Learning Week 
F. Development of Ministry Strategies and Tools.
G. Interaction with Sending Base, 
H. Debriefing the Outreach
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bringing closure to the outreach 

Meeting with the students one on one
Before you return to your home-base, please ensure you complete and go 
through with each student their Student Evaluation form. 
Two weeks before you meet with the student ask them to seek God for any way He 
might have you affirm them in their growth and gifts, challenge them with what you 
see as their potential, or even give specific suggestions in regard to opportunities 
they should consider. Ask them to ask God specific questions in order that they might 
receive specific answers. Ask them to ask God for scriptural as well as circumstantial 
confirmation.  Tell them that when we meet with them we will want to know as much 
as possible:

 What do they believe is to be their next goal?
 What is their next step to get them there?
 How has the Lord confirmed that to them?

When you then meet with them, pray for guidance in order that each one might be 
able to perceive more clearly where God is leading them next and be able to take the 
next step toward that goal with confidence. Let them know that we as leaders are not 
there to give them direct guidance; rather, they are to seek the Lord themselves and 
our role is primarily to act as agents of counsel and confirmation.

 First ask them, “What has God shown you?”  After they share, submit to them 
whatever God has shown you as leaders, both wisely and in the fear of the Lord.  Ask 
them, “What do you think about all that we have shared?”  Counsel as necessary, 
encourage and close by praying and laying on hands.

Bringing closure as a Team

Closure, taking time to reflect, wrapping things up, and saying goodbye is a very 
important part of the outreach experience. It is a time for memories to be shared, 
blessings to be spoken and  prayers to be made.  It is a time of worship, to offer up to 
him the fruit of your labor in the field where he has sent you.
Jesus walked through a closure process with his disciples in the last week of his life.  
He spent time with his good friends in Bethany.  He walked the streets of Jerusalem 
one last time with his disciples and ate a final meal together with them marking the 
end of a season.  He reminded them of the significance of the past days and imparted 
hope for their future.  And he deliberately set aside time to pray, entrusting to God the 
friends he would leave and the work he had done. (John 17)
The closure process can be divided into two categories.  The first being a focus on the 
people dynamic of your team, including what God has done in each of you. The sec-
ond being the ministry outcome of your team involving what God has done through 
you to touch the lives and impact the world around you.
It is important to take the last one or two days before reconnecting to other teams or 
the rest of your school for this closure process.
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Part One: Focus on Team

Expressing appreciation for each team member
Remembering fun or unusual moments together
Working through any lingering team conflicts
Encouraging individuals to work through any interpersonal conflict
Marking the end of the team time with a special event
Acknowledging the contributions each team member has made
Take time to laugh, cry, express thanks, let go of regrets, mistakes
Give testimony of God’s work in your hearts and lives
Recognize changes and growth

Part Two: Your Team’s Ministry

Review what God has spoken to you in your prayers for the nation and people
Reflect on the ways God has led you as a team
Identify how you impacted those around you, in evangelism, discipleship and mercy 

ministry
Say good bye to the friends you made on the field
Entrust your friends to God’s care, pray with them
Commit all you have done in prayer for God to continue to bless
Give thanks for all God has done through your team



166

 I have increased in peace because 
 I have increased in joy because
 I have increased in patience because
 I have increased in self control because
 I have increased in gentleness because
 I have increased in goodness because
 I have increased in love because
 My prayer life has become more meaningful.
 I can hear the voice of God more clearly.
 I have increased in faith.
 I am more certain of what I believe.
 I have more power to resist temptation.
 I have a clearer picture of the character of God.
 I have grown in my ability to trust God because
 The Bible have become more a part of my life.
 I discern the “spirit” of something easier
 I have entered further into God’s rest.
 I have discovered __ competes with God’s Spirit    

     in me and I have  learned to crucify it.
 I have given up the right to/of _____ and am freer  to embrace God’s purposes.
 I have a greater sense of my true identity and  therefore 
 I am more capable of hearing God’s voice and 

     obeying him because
 I have a better grasp of God’s rich love for me.
 I have gained more control of my tongue.
 My thirst for God has increased.
 My thirst for the Scriptures has increased.
 I have invested my time wisely.
 I have experienced a greater release in spiritual gifts.
 I can more easily share Jesus with others.
 I am more sensitive to God’s timing.
 I can more freely worship the Lord.
 I gained in personal discipline in
 I have grown in ability to trust others.
 I have grown in my ability to make my own choices based on my own values.
 I have gained in understanding God’s grace.
 I have recognized pride in my life in ____ and have dealt withit.
 I recognized the call to serve others and have  

     attempted to demonstrate that by                         

OUR AIM ON OUTREACH:   Growth Assessment Tool 
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 I have looked to others’ interests and not just my  own when 
 I have gained experience in praying for others.
 I have a greater ability to empathize with others.
 I can accept failure in myself more readily.
 I understand my own strengths and weaknesses better.
 I am more confident in meeting new people.
 I am more assertive when facing new situations.
 I am more able to share my thoughts and feelings  

    with others.
 I have a greater respect for new ideas or 

     perspectives.
 I am more flexible and able to adapt to change.
 I am more able to receive help from others.
 I have increased my capacity to take risks.
 I have a greater appreciation for my friends and  

     family at home.
 I am more independent from friends and family  

     back home.
 I have a greater capacity to learn from mistakes of  

     others or myself.
 I am more capable of living in the present.
 I have improved my observation skills.
 I am more confident in speaking in front of groups.
 I am more secure in my relationships with others.
 I am more tolerant of people different from me.
 I have grown in my ability to encourage others.
 I have gained ability to release disappointment to  the Lord.
 I have been released from wounds from my past.
 I have a better understanding of my personality.
 I have a better understanding of how I affect other people.
 I am more knowledgeable about other cultures and lifestyles.
 I have a clearer sense of destiny.
 I have a greater ability to take on new roles or tasks.
 I have gained a greater sense of responsibility to participate in the completion of 

     the Great Commission.
 I have a greater sense of God’s heart for the nations.
 I have a greater confidence of the power of the Gospel.
 I have gained a greater sense of responsibility to  

     participate in the Dominion Mandate to extend  
     God’s Kingdom principles within the sphere in my  
      influence.
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AFTER DTS:  OBTAIN YOUR UOFN DEGREE!

Would you like to train others to be effective on 
outreach and become more effective yourself  ? 
A “communications Art and Media AA and BA Degree” has been 
developed in the College of Communications. The Cross-cultural 
Concentration degrees program will meet the need of students who are prepar-
ing themselves to take on innovative art and media projects in a cross-cultural 
setting. Increasingly students are equipping themselves to be a blessing “from 
the nations to the nations.”  God has been speaking to us at Youth With A Mis-
sion for many years about this wave of young people out of all of the nations of 
the Earth coming to us -- and it is 
happening. Many are from countries and peoples who are or once considered to 
be Unreached! We are committed to developing effective accessible training that 
is relevant to this “Multi-Cultural Digital Age.”

CORE CURRICULUM REQUIREMENT
Courses that fulfill the core curriculum are essential in the UofN and must be 
completed for the Bachelor’s degree and for some Associate’s degrees.
For the Master’s candidate, a Biblical Studies course is pre-requisite in addition 
to an appropriate Bachelor’s degree. The Core Curriculum requirement gives the 
student basic skills in Biblical Studies (Bible), Communication Skills (Communica-
tion), and Applied Christian Thinking (ACT).

COURSES THAT MEETS THESE REQUIREMENTS ARE:
Bible: CHR211, 213, 225, 227, 221/322/323
Communication: CMC 211, 221; CHR 371;
School of Frontier Media CHR/CMC 287
ACT: HMT/SCI 211, 213; HMT 215, 217

PLEASE EMAIL ACADEMIC ADVISOR ANY TIME
http://www.uofn.edu/Academics/Degrees/Academic-Requirements
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ASSOCIATE OF ARTS (AA) IN COMMUNICATION ARTS & MEDIA                       CREDITS

Prerequisite DSP 211 & 212     19-24
Core: Communication      12

Cross-Cultural Concentration
CMC/CHR 287 School of Frontier Media (CORE COURSE)
CMC/CHR 288 School of Frontier Media Internship  12
CHR 235/236 School of Missions & Field Assignment (F/A)  20-24
or the CMC 265/266 Visual Arts for Missions & F/A  

One elective chosen from other Communication courses  12
Directed Studies, Seminars:                 0-9
        __
Total Credits for Associate of Arts Degree (AA)   84
_____________________________________________________________
BACHELOR OF ARTS (BA) IN COMMUNICATION ARTS & MEDIA                       CREDITS

Prerequisite DSP 211 & 212     19-24
Core: Bible, Communication, Applied Christian Thinking (ACT).        36

CMC 319* School of Stragegic Communication   12
CMC 411* Advanced Principles of Communication  12
*or equivalent courses in consultation with a 
College/Faculty Academic Advisor

Cross-Cultura Concentration:
CMC/CHR 287 School of Frontier Media (as CORE COURSE)
CMC/CHR 288 School of Frontier Media Internship  12
CHR 235/236 School of Missions & Field Assignment (F/A)  20-24
or the CMC 265/266 Visual Arts for Missions & F/A  

Elective course, Directed Studies, Seminars:   0-14
        ____
Total Credits for Bachelor of Arts Degree:    144

INFO:  WWW.UOFN.EDU/ACADEMICS
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YWAM WORKBOOKS

workbookspioneer@gmail.com

Shipping from Thailand.


